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Maintaining Functions and Values
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Historically (settlement to 
1980) Vermont has lost 35% 
of wetland area.  Equivalent 
to the size of Grand Isle 
County.

Today Vermont is 
around 4% 

wetland
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/functions

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/functions
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ACOE Regional Supplement: 
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001coll1/id/7640

https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001coll1/id/7640


Don’t forget to record abnormal climate 
conditions and if normal circumstances 
are not present on ACOE forms.
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 Based on an evaluation of the extent to which the wetland provides 
functions and values: 
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional


Giving incorrect classifications (or 
preliminary) on site plans can lead to 
violations.
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional


Section 4.6 Presumptions:
• b. The wetland contains woody vegetation and 

is adjacent to a stream, river or open body of 
water. 

• c. The wetland contains dense, persistent non-
woody vegetation and is adjacent to a stream, 
river or open body of water. 
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VSWI
Contiguous 
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Contiguous 
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWRContiguous2017.pdf


• NEW: 

How to create a shapefile on the VTAtlas: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VSWISh
apefileCreationTutorial2018.pdf DEC Wetland Refresher 4/5/21

Classification determinations with 
permit applications can slow the 
review if we do not receive a 
shapefile/geodatabase.

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VSWIShapefileCreationTutorial2018.pdf


Wetland Codes: 
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/documents/NWI_Wetlands_and_Deepwater_Map_Code_Diagram.pdf
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https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/documents/NWI_Wetlands_and_Deepwater_Map_Code_Diagram.pdf
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info
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The maintenance, reconstruction, or 
routine repair of structures and facilities 
(including ski trails, public transportation 
facilities, bulkheads, docks, piers, pilings, 
paved areas, houses, or other buildings) 
in compliance with the Vermont Wetland 
Rules in existence as of the date of their 
construction or in existence as of February 
23, 1990 or additions to such structures or 
facilities which do not involve substantial 
expansion or modification in a wetland or 
buffer. 

View the full guidance document: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWR_6-12_AllowedUse_2020.pdf
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWR_6-12_AllowedUse_2020.pdf


New Addition: 
Less than 250 sf

Temporary 
Work Zone:

10 ft 

Utility

20 feet
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Travel Surface

Ditches
Road Shoulder

Natural Surface

Road ROW

Existing Footprint

View full guidance: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWRRoads2017.pdf
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/VWRRoads2017.pdf


Travel Surface

Ditches
Road Shoulder

Natural Surface

Trench and Fill for Utility:
Non-substantial Modification – No 
permit

Trench and Fill for Utility:
Substantial Modification –permit 
required
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View the BMPs: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/wl_cat
walk_bmp.pdf
View trail building guidance: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WTLD
_TrailGuidance.pdf
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/wl_catwalk_bmp.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WTLD_TrailGuidance.pdf


• Requests for use of herbicide or mechanical control are sent to the program via 
email and must contain:

1. location with nearest street (so we can find it) and a map
2. wetland community description (if in water, contact the Lakes Program)
3. target plant 
4. other methods tried or considered
5. any Rare, threatened, or endangered species, or significant natural communities 
(if there are any, contact VTFWD’s Natural Heritage Program for 
recommendations)
6. proposed control plan
7. applicator and products to be used (normally water-safe Rodeo)
8. Future monitoring and follow up
9. Estimated square footage to be treated
10. Any associated wetland permits

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/contact
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/contact


https://anronline.vermont.gov/app/#/formversion/7addf10d-2c62-447b-bb80-ec5dba88bc99
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https://anronline.vermont.gov/app/#/formversion/7addf10d-2c62-447b-bb80-ec5dba88bc99


https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandAvoidanceAndMinimizationChecklist.pdf
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https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandAvoidanceAndMinimizationChecklist.pdf


(i.e buildings need a 10 ft area 
around the structure to actually build and 
maintain it and site plans that include 
stormwater structures, septics with replacement 
if applicable, utilities, areas of clearing.)

Poor quality applications result in delayed 
review

DEC Wetland Refresher 4/5/21

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info/individual-wetland-permit-info

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info/individual-wetland-permit-info


ANROnline
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https://anronline.vermont.gov/
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandReporting.pdf

https://anronline.vermont.gov/app/#/formversion/ebd6f965-e943-4416-b47e-5341e3284649
https://anronline.vermont.gov/
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandReporting.pdf


Updated Wetland Mapping
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