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Vermont Wetlands
Program

* Administer Vermont

Wetland Rules —protect Class |
and Class Il wetlands, and their
buffer zones.

* Biloassessment
* Voluntary Restoration







Outline

* Why and how we protect wetlands i
* Delineations

* Classification

 Wetland Permittina

* Updates
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https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/functions

VT Wetland Classifi

R

* Class | Wetland: Excepti
irreplaceable. Highest |
protection. 100+ foot |

* Class Il Wetland: M
protection. 5o foot !

* Class Ill Wetland: Neither C|
Class Il wetland. No buff
state requlated

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional



https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional

Delineati

* Boundary valid for g ye
e Class lll determinations ¢

* The older the project, the
that data will be inaccurat

201C

* There is no grandfatheri
with valid Act 250 permit
Dprm:L

Note these 1/4-acre lots t

wetland and buffer—not |

Subdivision is 5o
https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001colli/id/7640



https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001coll1/id/7640







Difficult Wetland Situ:

Chapter 5 of ACOE deline
manual, NCNE supplerr

e Lands Used for Agricultu
Silviculture

* Problematic Hydropt
Vegetation

~ o

* Problematic Hydric

 Wetlands that Periodicall
Indicators of Wetland Hyd

e Wetland/Non-Wetland M

Don’t forget to record abnormal climate
conditions and if normal circumstances
are not present on ACOE formes.



Wetland Study Are

* Best practice: evaluate enti
parcel

e Ataminimum, area withi
feet of the proposed proj
footprint (which includes t!
limits of disturbance f
construction) must be revie
for wetlands

* Any area outside of the pro

QI’ eas_ement Mmust ;.‘I’:’ | c Projects have been delayed by a poorly
investigated when it is with defined or too small study area.

feet of the project are



Wetland Classif

* Use 2018 Wetland cl
guidance and fol
faster ansv

* Evaluate wetland ir
and bevond (des!

* Old Class llls can be
ll. Check after

Projects have been delayed due to not
evaluating the whole wetland — on and off
site.

https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001coll1/id/7640



https://usace.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getfile/collection/p266001coll1/id/7640

Contiguous and Presur

* Look at contiguous quid: * Presumptive wetlands r
water over/under/thrc formal determination wit
manmade structure still c permit decision. Addit:

* Wetland in disturbed are permit aPP"_Cat'O“ sect
be connected to additi need to be filled ¢
undisturbed wetland al
Class Il

Often section 3.1/3.2 of permit application
does not match section 21

(presumptive/contiguous/mapped)



Wetland Permitt

e Allowed Use * New Water Quality G
* some require ar Permit includes non-re)
registration, and ge

* Non-reporting General P

(agriculture onl permit type

e Reqistratic
e General Permit

e Individual Permi

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info



https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info

Wetland Rule Exemption
Limitation

Class I : Exempt 'Igcc):fiss

Areas Proposed to Stop Wetland | Vetland Road.

Growing Food or Crop = 2 Permit
Jurisdiction = |E—. Buffer |

Pasture
« Since1989 !

Forest

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/wl

WetlandAgCard.pdf



https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/wl_WetlandAgCard.pdf

New Water Quality General Permit
(3

* No applicati
simple form

e Must meet st

wetla

* For specific

» For specif
» Within cer
» Following sp

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/Wetlands NonReportingGeneralPermit 3-9026 Signed.pdf



https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/Wetlands_NonReportingGeneralPermit_3-9026_Signed.pdf

Water Quality Improveme
Projects Eligible for new GF

* All Types Mitigate

Stream Crossing Structur

Replacement Known Pollution
e Stormwater Retrofits Sources or Flood
* Failed Septic Replacemen Hazards (Stormwater

Conservation Practices ¢ Stream Instability
Farms: Agriculture

* Trails and Walkwa: Wastewater)

e Access Roads

* Heavy Use Areas

 Stream Crossinas

* Constructed Wetland





https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/permit-info/individual-wetland-permit-info

Post Permit R
Reportir
e Permittee must file the permit noti

back to Wetlands P

* Before starting work, permittee r
of the intended

* Within 30 days of completing the
the Wetlands Program that the v
with the

e Forms are all onn ANROnline

* Permittee may receive a remind

Non-compliance could

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandReporting.pdf
https://anronline.vermont.gov/



https://anronline.vermont.gov/app/#/formversion/ebd6f965-e943-4416-b47e-5341e3284649
https://anronline.vermont.gov/
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wsm/wetlands/docs/WetlandReporting.pdf

Post Permit Respor
Transfer of Permit and Permi

* Permits do not run with the land. If the pro;
before it is built, the program must be notifi
transfer request

* Permits are authorized up to 5 years. If tl
constructed within the 5-year timeframe, t!
extended up to an additional

* Must include verification of wetl

* Additional wetland impacts due to changes in v
be accounted forin a subsequent pe

Violations frequently involve expired permits or land
transfers with no knowledge of permit conditions.



Rule Procedures

* Agency Guidance for Applving Allowed Use 6.12 of the Vermont Wetland Rules

* Vermont Wetlands Section Class Il and Class |1l Determination Procedure

* Vermont Wetland Rules Contiguous Wetlands Procedure

* Vermont Wetlands Rules Applicability to Roads Procedure

* Procedure for Existing Constructed Features

Below are superseded versions of the Vermont Wetland Rules
e 2018 VWR (superseded as of 01/21/2020)

* 2017 VWR

* 2010 VWR

* 2002 VWR

+ 1990 VWR


https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/rules

Permit Fee Changes - act64 of 2019

A

o Nl -
reqgistrati s
) $?(\f\ C
Qualit review f
storage f
* $200 C& and c
e Retrofit e Canned
~+ - . r
revie
e Ranl- Conc.h,..
striict _
organi

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/ACTS/ACT064/ACT064%20As%20Enacted.pdf



https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/ACTS/ACT064/ACT064 As Enacted.pdf

