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Vernon Black Gum Swamp Complex is located within the J.
Maynard Miller Municipal Forest (Vernon Town Forest) and within the adjacent Roaring Brook Wildlife Management Area (WMA)
owned by the VT Fish and Wildlife Department. Vernon Town
Forest is a unique forest that contains at least seven swamps
supporting black gum trees (Nyssa sylvatica). The black gum
tree is relatively common 400 miles to the south, but in Vermont it is rare, a remnant from the past when the climate was
warmer, approximately 3,000-5,000 years ago. Some of the
black gum trees are purported to be over 400 years old.
Vernon provides parking at the end of Basin Road and an easy
1.35 mile walking trail through the forest surrounding the black
gum swamps. Roaring Brook is used primarily for hunting, hiking, and snowmobiling, but has little available access.
Want to get involved in helping to protect this wetland? Contact
the Vermont Wetlands Program to learn how.
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The Tinmouth Channel Wetland is a 1,473 acre complex found within the Town
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Stream that flows into the Clarendon River. It ranks high in 9 out of the 10

Liz Thompson, author of Wetland,

wildlife habitat, RTE species, and exemplary natural communities. It is consid-

Woodland,

ered a special type, being a headwater wetland and the largest example of an

guide

to

Wildland
natural

(Vermont’s

communities)

swamps are highly acidic.



Intact Landscape

The

ground

complex as one of only a few ex-



Research/ Education

cover is interspersed by hum-

amples of a Red-Maple-Black Gum

mocks of ferns. Cinnamon and

Swamp



Connectivity

royal ferns dominate but the

community in the state.

moss

on

encompasses

listed Functions and Values, including flood storage, water protection, fish and

Condition

sphagnum

pendent

it

intermediate fen, with extremely high water quality. The wetland complex is

cites Vernon Black Gum Swamp

extremely

rare

considered exceptional and irreplaceable, and has been given the highest degree of protection.

natural
Photo credit: Rebecca Chalmers,
VT DEC

Representative Ex-



Four (4) RTE Species
and Two (2) Uncommon
Species



Red-Maple-Black Gum
Swamp is Undisturbed

