APPENDIX A.

Vermont Shoreland Protection Act Handbook

Estimating Mean Water Level

Mean Water Level

Some large lakes, like Lake Champlain and
Lake Memphremagog, have established sum-
mer water level elevations that are consid-
ered their mean water level (MWL). Other
lakes have operational permits for their
dams, often related to hydro generation or
dam safety permits, that also establish MWL.
In other cases, water level readings, taken
over many years by the VT DEC Lakes and
Ponds Program at set locations, have been
used to establish MWL. Measurements by
the Lakes and Ponds Program are taken in
accordance with the Rules for Determining
Mean Water Levels. Lakes with established
MW.Ls are listed on the back of this sheet.

Estimating Mean Water Level

For the purposes of applying for a shoreland
permit or registration and in cases where
actual water levels are not recorded, or
where the reference point can no longer be
located, shoreland homeowners can esti-
mate the MWL using observations along the
lake edge between June 1 and September 15.
Typically the extent of the terrestrial plant
growth along the shoreline during the sum-
mer season marks the MWL. The arrows on
the photos to the right indicate the point on
the shore that could be considered the MWL.

Shoreland Protection Act

The jurisdiction of the Shoreland Protection
Act starts at MWL and extends 250 feet away
from the lakeshore (measured on a horizon-
tal plane). The jurisdiction of Lake Encroach-
ment Permitting starts at MWL and extends
towards the lake, including above and below
the lake surface. For more information re-
garding the Shoreland Permitting or for ques-
tions regarding MWL, visit the Shoreland Per-
mitting webpage, or contact Shoreland Per-
mitting via email:
ANR.WSMDShoreland@vermont.gov

Vermont Shoreland Permitting — ANR.WSMDShoreland@vermont.gov



mailto:ANR.WSMDShoreland@vermont.gov
http://dec.vermont.gov/content/vermont-surface-level-rules
http://dec.vermont.gov/content/rules-determining-mean-water-levels
http://dec.vermont.gov/content/rules-determining-mean-water-levels
http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/permit/shoreland
mailto:ANR.WSMDShoreland@vermont.gov?subject=shoreland%20permits
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