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If you are creating NEW CLEARED AREA (removing natural vegetation) or NEW 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE (house, garage, deck, porch, shed, driveway, parking area) you 
will likely need to apply for a Shoreland Protection Permit
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Permit application review time may take up to 45 days depending on the complexity 
of the project.
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Many options exist if you exceed any of the slope, impervious surface, or cleared area 
standards – a permit analyst will help guide you in choosing the correct BMP
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Before thinning – remember, need 12 “points” worth of trees in each 25x25’ plot.  In 
this example, no vegetation can be removed in the plots with only 6 and 11 points 
worth of trees.
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After thinning – trees removed to create view lanes. Again, each 25x25’ plot has at 
least 12 points worth of trees.  The plots that didn’t have the minimum number were 
left untouched.
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Great example of a natural shoreline on Lake Seymour!  Note the different levels of 
vegetation – tall mature trees, saplings, small shrubs, moss/ferns, and a natural duff 
layer comprised of leaves/pine needles.  The lower third of tall mature trees can be 
pruned to maintain a view out to the lake.
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Please contact your regional permit analyst for projects BELOW mean water level 
(Lake Encroachment Permit) and ABOVE mean water level up to 250’ (Shoreland 
Permit).
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As wetlands are often found adjacent to lakes, the Lakes & Ponds Program works very 
closely with Wetlands Program.
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This is a quick guide for landowners walking their property – this is by no means a 
complete list!  Please consult Wetlands Program if you suspect there is a wetland 
present.
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Class I wetlands have a 100-foot buffer zone, and Class II have a 50-foot buffer – do 
not work in the wetland OR buffer area without first obtaining a permit from the 
Wetlands Program.
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The importance of consulting with a wetlands ecologist BEFORE working - this map shows project site 
150+ feet away.  After a site visit, the wetlands biologist determines that wetland zone has expanded 
but fortunately is still not too close to project site.
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The installation, maintenance, repair, or replacement of a wastewater system 
permitted by the state’s Wastewater Program does not require a Shoreland Permit.
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