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Controlling water runoff

Dripline Trenches
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Description: A form of infiliration trench, specifically for structures without gutters,
that is located below rooftops where water flows or drips during rain events.

Purpose: Dripline frenches collect and infiltrate stormwater, and control erosive run-
off from the rooftop. The trenches collect roof runoff and store it until it soaks into
the soil. These systems also minimize wear on your house by reducing back splash.
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How to:

1. Dig a french that is 18" wide and at least 8" deep along the drip line. Slope the
boftom away from the house so that water will drain away from the foundation.
Make sure to dispose of the soil in a flat area where it cannot be washed into
the lake.

2. Fill the tfrench with 2" -14" crushed stone. The front and sides of the french may
be edged with stone or with pressure-tfreated lumber to hold the stones in place.
Extend the life of the dripline trench by lining the sides with non-woven geotex-
tile fabric and filing to within 3" of the ground level with stone.
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3. Fold a flap of non-woven geotextile fabric over the top of the french and top
off with additional stone.

Note: Dripline frenches work best in sand and gravel

soils that can quickly disperse a large volume of water.
They should not be used on structures with improperly "
sealed foundations, as flooding may result. ’
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