
What’s the Key to 
Identifying Aquatic 
Plant Species?  



Let’s 
practice 
using the 
key…













Not sure?
Let’s take a closer at each 
individual whorl

How many leaves are on each 
whorl?

*remember a whorl is a circle of 
3 or more leaves that originate 
from the same point on the stem

How many leaflets per leaf? 



1

2

3

4

~16 leaflets







The answer is:
1

2

3
4

~16 leaflets

EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL
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