
Vermont Clean Water Initiative 2021 Performance Report  

Executive Summary 

Vermont’s lakes, rivers, wetlands, and reservoirs are important environmental and economic 

resources for residents and visitors. Protecting and restoring water quality is a priority for 

Vermont. The State of Vermont funds clean water projects to reduce pollution from washing into 

waters from the landscape. The Vermont Clean Water Initiative 2021 Performance Report (Report) 

summarizes efforts of state government and its partners to improve water quality across 

Vermont from State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2016 through 2021 (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2021).  View the 

full Report here: tinyurl.com/CWIProjects.  

Clean Water Investments and Results 

The State of Vermont invested over $257 million in clean water projects through grants, contracts, 

and loans from SFY 2016 to 2021. The following figure summarizes state clean water investments 

by land use sector statewide. Reaching Vermont’s water quality goals requires investments across 

all land use sectors. Annual clean water investments have increased more than four-fold 

statewide since SFY 2016, but funding awarded to projects varies from year-to-year based on 

project readiness. See Report Chapter 2 for more information. 

 

https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/projects


Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Progress and Results 

The 2021 Performance Report summarizes the state’s progress implementing the Lake Champlain 

and Lake Memphremagog phosphorus Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). TMDLs identify 

water pollution (e.g., phosphorus) reductions required to restore water quality. The figures on the 

following page present the estimated total phosphorus load reduction (metric tons per year) 

achieved by clean water projects that support implementation of the Lake Champlain TMDL and 

Lake Memphremagog TMDL completed/in effect SFY 2016-2021. See Report Chapters 3 and 4 for 

more information. Estimates include activities implemented through state and federal funding 

programs and regulatory programs. 

Clean water projects target nutrient and sediment pollution statewide across land use sectors to 

improve Vermont’s water quality. The following figure highlights the results of state-funded 

projects completed SFY 2016-2021. See Report Chapter 2 for more information/results. 



Learn More and Explore Data 

Explore investment, results, and 

phosphorus data behind the Vermont 

Clean Water Initiative 2021 

Performance Report in the online 

Clean Water Interactive Dashboard 

via the Clean Water Portal at: 

tinyurl.com/CWIProjects. 

The Lake Champlain 

TMDL requires a 

phosphorus reduction of 

212 metric tons per year 

by 2038. As of 2021, an 

estimated 38.4 metric tons 

of phosphorus reduction 

has been achieved. This 

represents 16 percent of 

the reduction required to 

achieve Vermont’s water 

quality goals.  

The Lake Memphremagog 

TMDL requires a 

phosphorus reduction of 

15.2 metric tons per year 

by 2037. As of 2021, an 

estimated 1.8 metric tons 

of phosphorus reduction 

has been achieved. This 

represents 12 percent of 

the reduction required to 

achieve Vermont’s water 

quality goals. 

https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/projects

