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SECTION 4 CONCLUSIONS 

 

A thorough assessment was made of the storm sewer systems in the Town of Springfield for the 
presence of illicit discharges.  Over 200 structures were assessed during the summer of 2012 by 
A+E and Town staff.  A+E would like to recognize the South Windsor Regional Planning 
Commission, the Town of Springfield and DEC for their efforts during the project.  The Town’s 
assistance and effort were instrumental in locating outfalls, identifying illicit discharges, and taking 
corrections actions.  The stormwater mapping provided by DEC was very accurate and useful for 
locating outfalls and stormwater pipes.   
 
Eleven (11) illicit discharges were investigated based upon the findings of the initial dry weather 
assessment.  The discharges were divided into four categories based on the type of illicit discharge: 
  

 Wastewater 
 Water 
 Petroleum 
 Other 

 
Below is a synopsis of the illicit discharges that have been addressed to date. 
 
Outfall U-1 
A floor and sink drain that was discharging directly to the Black River has been disconnected and 
rerouted to the building sewer.  The approximate repair cost was approximately $1,200. 
 
Outfall 2006 
A pump station overflow was illegally connected into a catch basin and discharging directly into the 
Black River.  The Town sent a letter to the property owner about this violation.  The property owner 
cut and capped the overflow pipe to the catch basin.  The approximate repair cost was 
approximately $500.  
 
Outfall 1467 
A 6” underdrain was discharging treated drinking water directly into Valley Street Brook sluiceway.    
The Town, with the aid of E.J. Prescott, located water line breaks.  The leaks were promptly fixed 
by the Town and it was confirmed that the discharge to Valley Brook ceased.  The Town of 
Springfield Public Works Department fixed these breaks at a cost of approximately $1,700. 
 
All sites that had apparent petroleum contamination have been referred to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation Site Management Section for further investigation.   
 
The cause of the positive OB test at Outfall 1380 could not be determined.  The Town should on 
occasion inspect the Mary Street Ravine to determine whether an intermittent illicit discharge is 
occurring.   
 
The Town of Springfield should address illicit discharges that have yet to be resolved.  This includes 
the sewer services on Park Street and Valley Street.  A+E has prepared a preliminary design of an 
intercept sewer down Valley Street to eliminate the direct wastewater discharges to Valley Brook 
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(Appendix A, Figure 11).  The preliminary construction cost estimate for this project $120,000 (not 
including engineering fees).   
 
The Town should follow-up with the property owner on Park Street in order to connect the 
wastewater discharge from this apartment building to the Town sewer main on Park Street.  A+E 
has prepared a design for this wastewater disconnection (Appendix A, Figure 12).  The cost 
estimate to construct this repair is approximately $11,000.   
 
The Town should also follow-up with the property owner on Park Street near Outfall 749 to address 
the water leak coming from a failed valve.  The Town should fix this leak in order to reduce 
operating costs of the water system and limit unaccounted water production.     
 
Follow-up activities under taken by the Town to correct these illicit discharges should be reported to 
the DEC to confirm that this project continues to result in improved water quality.   
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