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Request for  
Proposals 

 

Clean Water Initiative Program 

Ecosystem Restoration Grants 

FY19 Round 3 & FY2020  

Release Date: February 15, 2019 
Proposals Due: March 18, 2019 4:00pm EST 

 

Contact for Proposals: Shalini Suryanarayana, ANR Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Financial Operations, 802-461-6175, Email shalini.suryanarayana@vermont.gov  

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH VENDOR TO PERIODICALLY CHECK 
http://www.vermontbidsystem.com FOR ANY AND ALL NOTIFICATIONS, RELEASES AND 
AMENDMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RFP. THE STATE WILL NOT CONTACT VENDORS WITH 
UPDATED INFORMATION.   

Introduction and Purpose  

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Clean Water Initiative Program 
(CWIP) is pleased to announce the state fiscal year (SFY) 2019 & 2020 Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for ecosystem restoration grants. These grants are supported by state capital funds and 
revenues from the Clean Water Fund. The goal of the program is to support projects that will 
restore and protect Vermont’s rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands from nutrient and 
sediment pollution. 
 
Three grant rounds will be held for FY2020 funds, pending available funding. For the first grant 
round, applications are due March 18, 2019 at 4:00pm EST. Grant round dates will be posted on 
the Clean Water Initiative Grants webpage: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/cwi/grants/ecosystem-restoration. 
 
FY2019 funds available: $902,620 of capital funds for natural resource restoration projects, 
stormwater/developed lands (assessment, project prioritization, and utility planning), and 
stormwater/developed lands construction steps 1-3 (design and construction) projects. $22,400 
of clean water funds for stormwater/developed lands (assessment, project prioritization, and 
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utility planning) and/or stormwater/developed lands construction steps 1-3 (design and 
construction) projects. 
 
FY2020 funds available: A subset (approximately 50%) of the anticipated FY2020 funds will be 
available for conditional award in the March 2019 grant round. Projects selected for funding are 
conditional upon the outcome of the legislative budget for ecosystem restoration funding. For 
the March grant round, approximately $1,000,000 clean water funds available for natural 
resource restoration projects, stormwater/developed lands (assessment, project prioritization, 
and utility planning) projects, and stormwater/developed lands construction steps 1-3 (design 
and construction) projects. 
 
Deadlines and Content of Proposals 
 
Questions:    
All questions are required to be submitted electronically via email to Shalini Suryanarayana at  
ANR.WSMDERP@vermont.gov by March 1, 2019, 4:00 pm EDT using the subject line “ERP FY19 
Round 3/FY2020 - Question.” 
All answers will be made available on the CWIP webpage and EBB web site on March 6, 2019. 
 
Submittal:     
All applications must be submitted electronically via email to Shalini Suryanarayana at  
ANR.WSMDERP@vermont.gov by March 18, 2019, 4:00 pm EDT using the subject line: “ERP– 
short project title_organization acronym_application” 
 
Application opening:  Applications are anticipated to be opened March 19th, 2019, at 9:00 am 
EST. 
 
Notification: Award notifications by DEC are anticipated to be sent by April 26, 2019.  
 
Opportunity for early submittal and administrative review: Applications received by March 11, 
2019 4pm EST will be reviewed by the DEC business office for administrative completeness. The 
Application Manual details this procedure. Feedback will be provided, and the applicant will 
have the opportunity to resubmit by the final due date of March 18, 2019 4pm EST.  
 
Application Materials, Manual and Website: 
The application, manual and other supporting documents can be downloaded from DEC's Clean 
Water Initiative Grants website at https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/cwi/grants/ecosystem-
restoration.  
 
Training: 
An Ecosystem Restoration Grant Applicant Training will be offered on Tuesday, February 19, 
2019 from 1:00-3:00pm at the AOT Dill Building Conference Room. Please see the Clean Water 
Initiative Grants website for details, including how to attend remotely. 
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Reservation of State’s Rights 
 
The State reserves the right: 

• to accept or reject any and all applications, in whole or in part, with or without cause in 
the best interest of the State; 

• waive technicalities in submissions; (A technicality is a minor deviation from the 
requirements of an RFP that does not impact the substantive terms of the bid/RFP and 
can be considered without a material impact on the RFP process, etc.). If uncertain of 
whether a condition qualifies as a technicality, consult with the OPC or AGO for 
clarification. Note that a late bid is NOT considered a technicality;  

• to make purchases outside of the awarded contracts where it is deemed in the best 
interest of the State; and  

• to obtain clarification or additional information.  
 
Insurance 
 
Respondents to this RFP should be aware that they will need to agree to the State of Vermont 
Customary Contract Provisions (Attachment C, link available in application manual) in order to 
execute an agreement for this project. 
 
Special care should be paid to Workers’ Compensation coverage for out-of-state Vendors. 
Vermont statute requires insurance carriers be specifically licensed to write Workers’ 
Compensation coverage in Vermont. Out-of-state Vendors may have Workers’ Compensation 
coverage valid in their home state, but their carrier may not be licensed to cover workers’ 
compensation for work actually performed by their employees in Vermont. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
After conclusion of the contracting process, applications are a matter of public record. If an 
application includes material considered by the applicant to be proprietary and confidential 
under 1 V.S.A., Chapter 5, the application shall clearly designate the material as such and 
explain why such material should be considered confidential. The applicant (or vendor) must 
identify each page or section of the proposal that it believes is proprietary and confidential with 
sufficient grounds to justify each exemption from release, including the prospective harm to the 
competitive position of the applicant if the identified material were to be released.  

Under no circumstances shall the entire application be designated as proprietary or 
confidential. If the vendor marks portions of the application confidential, the vendor shall 
provide a redacted version of the application for release to the public. Notwithstanding the 
above, the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources has an independent obligation under 
Vermont law to determine whether any proposal material is subject to public inspection and 
copying upon request, which may include material that has otherwise been designated as 
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proprietary and confidential by the vendor. The vendor’s designation of material as proprietary 
and confidential, and submission of a redacted application, are provided to the Secretary for 
informational purposes in the event the Agency of Natural Resources receives a public records 
request and will not result in withholding of materials by the Secretary unless expressly 
supported by Vermont law. 

 
 

 

 


