From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Charles Baker
ANR - Clean Water VT; Dolan, Kari; Boedecker, Emily; Bird, Emily
"VAPDAdirectors"; Regina Mahony; Dan Albrecht
FY2020 Clean Water Fund priorities
Thursday, July 26, 2018 1:45:03 PM

Dear Clean Water Board,
Thank you for seeking input on priorities for clean water investments in FY2020. I am writing to you
on behalf of VAPDA. The State’s RPCs continue to be interested in assisting the State and our
municipalities achieve our clean water goals any way we can. We appreciate the partnerships we
have with DEC and VTrans in doing this work. We have two general comments for your
consideration.
Looking forward to FY2020 and beyond, it is our hope that the State identifies additional funding for
this work to reduce the burden on municipal taxpayers. The estimates of State investment levels to
date have used an assumption that the State and municipalities will share the burden 50/50. This is
a significant increase in cost on municipal taxpayers at a time when the State is otherwise trying to
minimize increases in the property tax. We hope that the State will look to increasing the State
share of this cost to 80% to reduce property tax increases locally.
The other area in which we would like to see some more progress is in taking the problem areas
identified in the tactical basin plans (TBP) from problem to identifying solutions where they are most
needed. This will take an increased investment in planning and analysis and in project development
to follow-up on the TBP work. Right now projects are typically developed based upon readiness of
the owner (municipality or private property owner) rather than where the biggest problems exist.
More investment in these upfront stage will foster progress in developing the best projects in the
most needed locations. This will also build public and legislative confidence that the investments
you are making are the right investments.
We also look forward to participating in the prioritization of projects that are submitted to the ERP
for funding.
Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like more
information.
Best regards,
Charlie Baker
Chair, Natural Resources Committee
Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies
Charlie Baker, Executive Director
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
110 West Canal Street, Suite 202
Winooski, VT 05404
(802) 846-4490 ext. *23

Direct line (802) 861-0115
Cell (802) 735-3500
www.ccrpcvt.org

July 23, 2018
Clean Water Board
Vermont Clean Water Initiative
Department of Environmental Conservation
1 National Life Drive, Main 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3522
Dear Clean Water Board:
Lake Champlain Committee, Conservation Law Foundation, Vermont Natural Resources
Council, Vermont Conservation Voters, Vermont Chapter of the Sierra Club, and Lake
Champlain International write to express our concerns with the changes to the Clean Water
Fund budget process, and in particular, the online questionnaire.
The questionnaire is too simplistic to ensure informed responses that accurately reflect public
opinion.The survey includes three substantive questions: two questions ask respondents to
assign percentages to determine how existing funds (i.e. the Clean Water Fund) should be
allocated and one is a multiple choice question that queries how new funds should be
allocated. These questions transform complex clean water funding policy decisions into
superficial graphics divorced from the background information necessary to fully understand
the significance of each question. For example, before determining how the Clean Water Fund
should be spent, the public must first understand how much each sector contributes to the
problem, what the most cost-effective solutions are to improve water quality, and what other
funding sources exist to support clean water work. Asking the public questions in a vacuum
without education and background information jeopardizes the accuracy of the responses.
The questionnaire’s over-simplification of clean water funding undermines its usefulness to
the decision-making process. As highlighted above, the questionnaire is not designed to
collect informed responses, and it is likely many respondents will seek to protect their own
interests rather than provide meaningful feedback on the needed investments to achieve

Vermont’s clean water mandates. We, therefore, caution the Clean Water Board from relying
on the survey to determine how existing and new funds should be allocated.
In addition, we are concerned that the questionnaire delays meaningful public comment on
the Clean Water Fund fiscal year 2020 budget. Since its formation, the Clean Water Board has
released a draft budget in June with a public comment period to receive input on funding
allocations to specific programs. Clean Water Fund budget recommendations are then
finalized in October. By delaying the release of the fiscal year 2020 budget from June to the
end of August, the length of time for the public to analyze and comment on the budget is
significantly condensed. We are concerned public input will be limited with such an abridged
budget process, which we find particularly problematic since the trade-off is a questionnaire
that is not set up to accurately reflect public opinion.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment.
Sincerely,

Lori Fisher
Executive Director
Lake Champlain Committee

Rebekah Weber
Lake Champlain Lakekeeper
Conservation Law Foundation

Jon Groveman
Policy and Water Program Director
Vermont Natural Resources Council

Lauren Hierl
Political Director
Vermont Conservation Voters

Mark Nelson
Chair
Vermont Chapter of the Sierra Club

James Ehlers
Executive Director
Lake Champlain International

