From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kerry burke
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond Public Access
Saturday, April 26, 2014 8:44:51 PM

Ms. Woods,
For the record: Keep Berlin Pond open to the public.
Thank You,
Kerry Burke
Georgia, Vt.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Devon Craig BR14
Woods, Laura
FW: berlin pond
Monday, April 28, 2014 9:52:57 AM

Hi Laura,
As Berlin Pond has been confirmed by the State of Vermont as a public body of
water, it should have access so that all people can use it as designated. It is not just for an elite
group of property owners surrounding the pond ! And as far as the water quality issue goes,
recreational use will not be a factor. There are already 5 to 6 roads (contiguous to the pond ) from
which runoff pours into the pond.
Devon Craig
Plainfield, Vt.
454-8596

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Martha Clelia
Woods, Laura; Welts, Leslie; Warren, Susan
Re: Public Notice of Petition and Public Meeting for Berlin Pond
Friday, April 25, 2014 1:02:50 PM

Dear Laura,
Thank you very much for reviewing this petition.
This is not just another pond. This is the drinking water supply for Montpelier, its
residents, its restaurants, its schools, and Central Vermont Medical Center. It is
critical that this body of water be protected from human access and the risks that it
imposes.
There are 34 lakes and ponds within a 20 mile radius of Berlin Pond that offer
recreation opportunities. We do not NEED to be on or in Berlin Pond. There is
absolutely no reason to put our drinking water supply at risk. To do so would be
grossly irresponsible.
Please do the right thing, the responsible thing, and protect the ONLY drinking water
supply for the City of Montpelier and Central Vermont Medical Center. We can
recreate anywhere. We only have ONE drinking water source.
Those in favor of opening Berlin Pond to recreation have absolutely no regard, or
respect, for the drinking water of Monpelier and the hospital. They have
demonstrated this time and time again.
Other drinking water sources have opened to recreation in the past, with diasterous
results. Irreversible results. Don't let this happen to Berlin Pond. We are not willing
to accept the unneccesary risk to our drinking water. It's just not worth it.
Thank you very much,
Martha Clelia
CVMC patient

On Fri, Apr 25, 2014 at 10:45 AM, Woods, Laura <Laura.Woods@state.vt.us> wrote:
Hello-

Please see the attached notice of petition and public meeting for Berlin Pond
received from Citizens to Protect Berlin Pond to amend the Vermont Use of
Public Waters Rules’ Use of Public Lake-Specific Rules pertaining to Berlin
Pond, in the Town of Berlin, to prohibit recreational use of the surface waters of
Berlin Pond. Please submit any comments regarding this petition by June 3,
2014.

Sincerely,
Laura Woods

Laura Woods,

Environmental Technician

1 National Life Drive, Main 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3522
P: 802-490-6100 | Laura.Woods@state.vt.us
www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov

Written communication to and from state officials is considered public record and is subject to public review.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Finnie, Patrick
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond
Monday, May 05, 2014 4:20:10 PM

Ms. Woods,
I sent the following into the Times Argus about two years ago, but really don't think I can express my opinion on the topic of Berlin
Pond any more clearly, so please consider this when you hold your hearings on this subject.
Thanks, Pat Finnie

I just thought I’d throw in my two cents on the subject of Berlin Pond. Being born and raised in
Central Vt. (Barre) I’ve always been around, and interested in Berlin Pond. I have hunted on Paine
Mountain, and have practiced my photography around the pond. I’ve always wondered how it was
that the City of Montpelier was allowed to enforce it’s will on a resource that unquestionably
belongs to the people of the State of Vermont? First, I would like to thank the Vermont State
Supreme Court for their ruling on this matter. Secondly, I know that the City of Montpelier thinks
that “It’s not over til I say it’s over”. I fully expect that the City of Montpelier in all of their lofty piety
will not let this matter drop. My suggestion to them would of course be, DROP IT!!!!!!!!! This
resource belongs to the people of the State of Vermont. To the Department of Fish and Wildlife, I
know you are fully supportive of the resource remaining in the “Public Domain” as it was intended.
Please don’t be absent anytime the issue comes up! We need your support to be at the forefront
and in their face! To the Town of Berlin, I don’t envy your position, but it seems to me you have the
best hand in this game. My best case scenario would be if you would sell your 85 feet of frontage to
the Fish and Wildlife Department to use as an access for non-motorized use. Next best would be for
the Town of Berlin to realize the potential of this piece of land as a money maker for the Town. The
State of Vermont already manages a few lakes itself for the purpose of non-motorized recreational
use. The State rents boats for an hourly fee I believe. (it’s been a long time since I’ve been to Seyon
Ranch!) There is money to be made there, a part time job or two generated, as well as controlling
the number of people allowed at any given time. All the arguments that have been made against the
use of this resource are a LAME bunch of hooey! I can’t believe that even the people making these
claims don’t realize it. Get over it Montpelier!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Sincerely, Patrick D. Finnie

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Welts, Leslie
Woods, Laura
Warren, Susan; LaFlamme, Pete
FW: Protect Montpelier/Berlin drinking water source
Wednesday, May 07, 2014 6:34:40 AM

Hi Laura,
Would you please save this comment with the other Berlin Pond comments? Also, would you please
reply to Ms. Rapée-Adams to let her we received it?
Thanks!
Leslie
From: Mears, David
Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2014 10:03 PM
To: Welts, Leslie
Cc: LaFlamme, Pete
Subject: Fwd: Protect Montpelier/Berlin drinking water source

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Sheryl Rapée-Adams at Massage Vermont
<sheryl@massagevermont.com>
Date: May 6, 2014 at 5:09:00 PM EDT
To: <david.mears@state.vt.us>
Subject: Protect Montpelier/Berlin drinking water source
Dear Commissioner Mears,
My husband Chris Adams and I are kayakers. When we moved from
Rutland to Montpelier last October and heard that Berlin Pond had been
opened for recreational access, we were excited. What harm could our
plastic kayaks do?
Then we learned that Berlin Pond was the only water source for all of
Montpelier and parts of Berlin, including the Central Vermont Medical
Center. We learned it was a shallow, silty pond whose turbidity was easily
increased. We learned that even plastic kayaks can transport invasives,
which are then difficult or impossible to eradicate.
We knew at that point we’d never paddle Berlin Pond. There are dozens of
nearby water bodies we can paddle without floating around in people’s
drinking water. It’s a no-brainer to decide that it’s not worth the risk to a
vulnerable water source.
Now we live in Montpelier and we fear for the quality of our water. From
swimmers and others shedding coliform fecal bacteria, urinating and even

defecating in the water to ice fishing augers emitting petroleum, it makes
no sense at all to put recreation ahead of public health and safety.
We’ve heard that despite scientific demonstration that ending human
activity on Berlin Pond is the only way to protect our drinking water source,
Fish & Wildlife has made it a priority to build a boat access on Berlin Pond.
If this is true, please, Commissioner Mears, I need to read/hear in your
own words that you believe clean, safe drinking water is less important
than recreation. If this is true, please confirm that you regard public
health and safety as worth throwing under the bus as long as people can
play in our drinking water.
If you don’t believe this, as I hope you don’t, then I urge you to
immediately return Berlin Pond to full protection by passing the CTPBP
petition.
Sincerely,

Sheryl

Sheryl Rapée-Adams
485 Elm Street, Montpelier, VT 05602
(802) 353-7286 – cell
(802) 229-5400 - office

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mary Messier
Woods, Laura
Berlin pond
Friday, May 09, 2014 6:04:52 PM

I am against "recreational " use ON the pond. Do not let it be spoiled.   I am a lifelong Vt.
Resident/native, And Previous berlin pond area resident. Keep this area "natural". We have enough
places for people to "utilize" for, "ON water recreation."
Thank you for considering my viewpoint
M. E. Messier
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

LaFlamme, Pete
Warren, Susan; Welts, Leslie
Woods, Laura
FW: Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond
Monday, May 12, 2014 11:10:34 AM

Could you please respond to this email and also add this person to our distribution list. Thanks.

Pete LaFlamme, Director
1 National Life Drive, Main 2
Montpelier, VT   05620-3522
802-490-6190 / Pete.LaFlamme@state.vt.us
www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov

From: Markowitz, Deb
Sent: Sunday, May 11, 2014 8:40 PM
To: LaFlamme, Pete
Subject: FW: Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond
For you
Deb Markowitz
Secretary
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
1 National Life Building, David 2
Montpelier, Vermont 05602
802-828-2194
www.anr.state.vt.us
RESPECT -- PROTECT -- ENJOY
From: Irene Nightingale [bekkay1@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 9:57 AM
To: Markowitz, Deb
Cc: jhollar@montpelier-vt.org; wfraser@montpelier-vt.org
Subject: Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond

Since recreational access to Berlin Pond is now allowed I feel strongly that
Montpelier's drinking water is in jeopardy. I urge the ANR to pass the petition
submitted from the Citizens to Protect Berlin Pond. Thank you.
                                                                                      Sincerely,
                                                                                       Irene Nightingale Nettler

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mac Lore
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond
Tuesday, May 13, 2014 10:40:31 AM

Hello Laura - Please protect Berlin Pond, Montpelier's source of drinking water, from
"recreational" uses . Sincerely, Roger Lore

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

davidabbott11@comcast.net
Woods, Laura
Berlin pond
Tuesday, May 13, 2014 12:42:37 PM

I am concerned about the future of Berlin Pond as a source of my drinking but equally
troubled by the mindset that every body of water in Central Vermont must
accomodate active recreation.- fishing, ice fishing, power boating, canoeing,
kyacking, swimming. Surely, there is room here for at least one pond to approach and
retain a natural state, offering passive recreational benefits. These benefits are
different but no less valuable to the human spirit than the active recreational pursuits.
They feed the soul as a small element of aquatic "wilderness" in our midst.
David Abbott
11 Towne Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lew Friedland
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond
Thursday, May 15, 2014 10:30:06 AM

Dear Laura Woods,
     I'm writing in support of the CTPBP petition to restrict access to Berlin
Pond for recreational purposes as is currently permitted, and to restore the
protected status it had previously. It doesn't require a great deal of
expertise to understand the importance of preserving the environment and
ecology of the pond as well as the purity of the pond as a water source.
The mentality of destroying nature for so-called recreation is a driving
force behind the destruction of the planet. We need to at least halt it
locally. Thank you.
Yours truly,
Dr. Lew Friedland
24 St. Paul Street
Montpelier, Vt

Michael Sherman
20 College Street
Montpelier, Vermont 05602
May 15, 2015
Deb Markowitz, Secretary
Agency of Natural Resources
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2
Montpelier, Vermont 05620-3901
Dear Secretary Markowitz,
I am writing to support a petition submitted to your agency by the Citizens to Protect
Berlin Pond to restrict access and recreational use of Berlin Pond.
For over a century, Berlin Pond has served as the source for safe drinking water for
Montpelier and for some large institutions, most notably Central Vermont Hospital. The City of
Montpelier has invested heavily in upgrading its water filtration plant to serve this essential need.
In addition, the Berlin Pond is an unspoiled wildlife refuge that attracts a wide variety of forest
birds and waterfowl for migration, breeding, and nesting. It has been designated an Important
Bird Area by the Audubon Society—one of only seventeen such areas in Vermont.
It is important to preserve both the integrity of the water supply and the habitat that
fosters the rich biodiversity associated with Berlin Pond. Opening the pond to human recreation,
hunting, fishing, and boating will undoubtedly have an adverse affect on the pond’s water quality
and its suitability, not to mention safety, for wildlife.
I recently received a notice that the Vermont Dept. of Environmental Conservation is
recruiting Boat Access Greeters to help stop the spread of aquatic invasive species. The notice
reported that “During inspections performed in 2013, a total of 315 boats were intercepted with
aquatic plant material or animals. Of those intercepts, Eurasian watermilfoil was removed from
253 boats. This highly invasive species is a threat to the ecological, recreational, and economic
health of our lakes and ponds.” This notice points to one of the major threats to Berlin Pond.
And although the Watershed Management Division website reports that Zebra Mussels, first
reported in Lake Champlain in 1988, and found in Lake Bomoseen in 1998, have not been found
in any other Vermont lake or pond, I note that the website was last updated in June 2004. This
potential threat to Berlin Pond and to Montpelier’s water filtration system is another reason to
restrict access to the pond.
Finally, but in some ways equally important, Berlin Pond is a quiet place, a place apart
from the rush and noise of even our relatively calm environment in Central Vermont. Walkers,
runners, and bicycle riders go there from surrounding communities to exercise their bodies and
find renewal in the calm enjoyment of nature. We need to preserve that, too.
I hope your agency will act to preserve these special and important qualities of Berlin
Pond by restricting access to the waters of Berlin Pond, at the very least by prohibiting motorized
craft and making the pond a “quiet lake”, but preferably, by honoring the more than a century-old
practice of prohibiting all human access to and recreational use of the waters of the pond.
Yours truly,

Michael Sherman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kathleen Herrington
Woods, Laura
Please Protect Montpelier"s Water Supply
Thursday, May 15, 2014 1:03:28 PM

Dear Agency of Natural Resources,
Much of the natural world’s resources and wildlife species have been lost or are seriously
endangered. While we can’t often take a viable stand to prevent those situations, we can make a
very real difference in the case of our water supply.
Please. Don’t let this be a political game.   If you live in Montpelier, as I do, and if you and your
children and grandchildren drink and bathe in water from Berlin Pond, let your common sense rule
the day.
The purity of our drinking water is not something we can take for granted. We must take a stand.
Vermont has an abundance of recreational-use bodies of water; let us not be short-sighted by taking
unnecessary risks with our only drinking water resource. We can do something positive here – we
can do our best to prevent its pollution.
I ask you to return Berlin Pond to full protection. Please pass the petition submitted by Citizens to
Protect Berlin Pond.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Herrington
44 Clarendon Ave.
Montpelier, VT 05602

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Allison
Woods, Laura
CTPBP
Thursday, May 15, 2014 9:05:36 PM

To whom it may concern,
I’ve lived in Montpelier for 17 years and have 2 young children. I have followed the
story of how Berlin Pond went from being untouched for over 100 years to its current
open use to the public and frankly I’m stunned and disturbed by the whole thing. It
defies logic why we would knowingly invite toxicity to a public water source that
serves so many, for the leisure/ pleasure of an unknown few. If it is true that the
current treatment plant cannot filter or detect petroleum, why is gasoline permitted
anywhere near the pond? This is our drinking water! Please, PLEASE pass the full
petition submitted by Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond.
Thank you,
Allison Parrish
Montpelier

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Susan Sanderson
Woods, Laura
BERLIN POND
Friday, May 16, 2014 10:24:14 AM

Good Morning,
I am writing to you in regards to the ongoing issue of Berlin Pond. I am hoping that
you will support the efforts of the Citizens to Protect Berlin Pond. Our water supply is
at peril from recreational use. Berlin Pond is a small, very shallow body of water with
deep sediment that if disturbed, will create unwanted turbidity and added difficulties
in the drinking water processes.
With so many other ponds and lakes in Vermont that support recreational uses,
Berlin Pond has the distinction of having been undisturbed for over 100 years up
until three years ago. While I support sportsmen and their activities, I feel that in
this particular case, we need to draw the line. As a longtime birdwatcher at the pond
for over 25 years, I have seen a vibrant, teeming bird population diminished quite
visibly over the last two years. I am certain this is in direct response to human
intrusion.
On a less emotional level, I also believe that protecting this important water supply
from human activity is paramount. With global warming already raising water
temperatures, increasing evaporation and water surface area declining due to
shoreline buildup of sediment and vegetation, we need to begin extreme
conservation to ensure our water supply remains safe.
Berlin Pond deserves to return to its original pristine state. It would be such a
wonderful legacy to have this protection restored for future generations. Our water
is at risk, as is our wildlife due to habitat loss. I hope that you will help the folks who
are fighting for those who have no voice: the animals and birds and fish of Berlin
Pond.
Thank you so much,
Sincerely,
Susan Sanderson
149 Berlin Street
Montpelier, VT 05602
802-225-6597

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Diane Sophrin
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond petition
Friday, May 16, 2014 12:51:26 PM

To Whom it May Concern,
I would like to add my voice to the large number of Montpelier residents
opposed to the expansion of recreational use of the Berlin Pond.
As a long-time resident of Montpelier, I see no reason why the purity of our
drinking water should be compromised or threatened so that a few can play
in our water. There are many other places available for water sport and
recreation. Our drinking supply should not be used for those purposes. To
allow this is a bad idea and a step backwards.
I urge that the full petition submitted by "Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond" be
passed.
Yours truly,
Diane Sophrin
24 Saint Paul Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cynthia Meigs
Woods, Laura
Berlin pond
Friday, May 16, 2014 1:40:16 PM

I fully support the efforts to protect Montpelier's water supply in Berlin Pond. It is
critical that our water supply is protected.
Cynthia Meigs
48 Coolidge Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Margaret Blanchard
Woods, Laura
Berlin Pond Protection
Friday, May 16, 2014 1:56:46 PM

To the Agency of Natural Resources:
        Nine months ago I moved into Montpelier from where I was living in
rural Vermont. Since then I have experienced health problems which are
possibly caused by impure water.   Coming from using our own tested well
water, I was shocked to discover that the source for Montpelier's water
supply, Berlin Pond, is not fully protected from recreational use and
potential pollution from petroleum, while the city's filtration plant cannot
filter out, or even detect, such sources of pollution. And I was distressed
to find out that political control of the pond is by Berlin politicians whose
own water comes from another, cleaner source. For so many reasons, as
you must know, water is essential for life. Our health as well as the
health of our natural environment, and the birds and animals who share it
with us, depends on clean water for drinking and bathing.
        I wonder if you have considered what might happen when people
start getting sick from a polluted municipal water source. What will
happen to Vermont's limited financial resources when people start suing
the state for health problems resulting from contaminated water? What
will happen to tourism when word gets out about water quality in the
state? What will happen to the state's capital when its residents come
down with mysterious illnesses? Can you really afford to take these risks
just for the sake of accommodating people with motor boats and other
noisy and dirty vehicles, not to mention fishermen who like to piss off the
sides of their boats? Vermont is rich with other recreational water places
which are not sources for the drinking and bathing needs of thousands of
its citizens. There's no need for a few folks, for the sake of fun, to ruin
the lives of many of their fellow Vermonters.
        Please return Berlin Pond to the full protection it used to have.
Please for our sake and for the sake of our state.
Thank you.
Margaret M. Blanchard

Laura Woods, Environmental Tech
ANR Watershed Division
1 National Life Drive, Main 2
Montpelier VT 05602

20 College Street
Montpelier VT 05602
May 16, 2014

Dear Laura Woods,
I am writing in support of the petition submitted by the Citizens to Protect Berlin Pond,
encouraging you and the Agency of Natural Resources to restrict access and recreational
use of Berlin Pond.
We should restrict, not increase, use of the pond because water is a valuable and limited
resource that is essential to our survival. Berlin Pond is one of our region’s most nearly
perfect sources of water. We should recognize its value and not subject it to new and
greater risks. If you open Berlin Pond to recreational use, we are increasing the probability
of contamination and other unanticipated consequences.
The assumption seems to be that any new contaminants introduced with recreational use
of the pond can be eliminated or at least controlled by increased chemical treatment and
filtration. This is not a confidence inspiring approach, and it subjects the pond and
individuals who depend on it to unknown risks and unnecessary costs with serious long
term impacts. In addition, there are aggressive invasives, milfoil and zebra mussels for
example, that are growing out of control in other ponds and lakes. Are there reliable
procedures to assure that pollutants and invasive organisms will not get into Berlin Pond
with recreational users?
Why take unnecessary risks with an invaluable source of drinking water? Why rely on
more chemical processing and filtration to remove impurities and pollutants when the
protected status of the pond has successfully addressed these problems for over 100
years? Opening Berlin Pond to recreational use cannot be effectively rescinded if there are
significant changes. This decision has long term and wide spread impacts on residents of
Montpelier and the surrounding communities and businesses.
Central Vermont needs a reliable source of potable water, as provided by Berlin Pond and
the Montpelier Water Filtration Plant. Let’s use Berlin Pond for drinking and consumable
water and go to other ponds, lakes, and rivers for fishing, boating, and recreation.
Sincerely,
Nancy Sherman

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Aust
Woods, Laura
please pass the full petition submitted by Citizens To Protect Berlin Pond.
Friday, May 16, 2014 6:00:40 PM

Dear Laura,
I wish to be added to the petition posted at this website http://www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov/rulemaking/docs/petitions/pet_bp02062014_petition.pdf
Aside from the many valid reasons given, I would also add that it is extremely likely and
probably inevitable that if full recreational uses were permitted on Berlin Pond, subsequent
infestations of invasive aquatic species like Hydrilla, Water chestnut, brittle naiad and others will
ensue. Protecting Berlin Pond may be the only way to prevent infestations of invasive aquatics
that once introduced are virtually impossible to eradicate.
Respectfully yours,
-Brian Aust

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

nancyhammomd
Woods, Laura
berlin pond
Monday, May 19, 2014 7:18:10 AM

Please keep Berlin Pond clean. Clean water is more valuable for this great community than recreation.
We all need good clean water.
thank you,
nancy hammond

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mia Moore
Woods, Laura
Protect Berlin Pond
Saturday, May 17, 2014 2:14:05 PM

Hello Ms. Woods,
I'm writing in support of the petition submitted by the Committee to Protect Berlin
Pond. In its protected state, the pond is a huge resource for the city of Montpelier.
And I worry that increased recreation means more pollution, and pollution we can't
remove before it's in our drinking water.
I used to work with an organization called Toxics Action Center, and witnessed
dozens of communities and neighborhoods all over New England fighting for access
to safe, cleaning drinking water. We already have that in Montpelier, and we should
do everything we can to protect it.
Thank you for your consideration of the petition, and my thoughts.
-Mia Moore
5 Peck Pl
Montpelier

