
S t a t e  of Vermont 
Water Resources Board 

P e t i t i o n  t o  Regulate t h e  
U s e  of ,  t h e  Pub l i c  Waters 
of Lake Raponda 
Town of Wilmington, Vermont 

10 V.S.A. 91424 

In t roduc t ion  

On November 6 ,  1984, a p e t i t i o n  s igned  by 10 o r  more freemen 
w a s  f i l e d  w i th  t h e  Water Resources Board i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
p rov i s ions  of  10 V.S.A. 51424. The p e t i t i o n  reques ted  t h e  Board 
t o  adopt  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  use  of  Lake Raponda by r e s t r i c t i n g  
t h e  s i z e  of  motors used t o  p rope l  v e s s e l s  t o  10 o r  15 
horsepower. The Board appointed i t s  Executive O f f i c e r ,  W i l l i a m  
Bar t le t t ,  as a r e f e r e e  t o  conduct a p u b l i c  hea r ing  i n  response t o  
t h i s  p e t i t i o n  on i t s  beha l f .  

On May 23, 1985 t h e  hear ing  r e f e r e e  gave n o t i c e  of  a pub l i c  
hear ing  scheduled f o r  June 2 4 ,  1985 a t  Wilmington, Vermont. The 
p u b l i c  hear ing  w a s  he ld  i n  accordance w i t h  t h a t  n o t i c e  and on 
June 25, 1985 t h e  r e f e r e e  i s sued  Pre l iminary  Findings  of  Fact .  
Anyone wi th  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  matter w a s  g iven  u n t i l  J u l y  15,  
1985 t o  f i l e  w r i t t e n  comments. 

A t  i t s  meeting on J u l y  2 4 ,  1985 t h e  Water Resources Board 
reviewed i t s  r eco rd  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r .  

F ind ings  

1. The Board adop t s  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  t h e  Prel iminary Findings 
of Fac t  r ega rd ing  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  i s s u e d  by i t s  hear ing  
r e f e r e e  on June 25, 1985. 

2.  The Vermont s t a t u t e  which empowers t h e  Water Resources Board 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  u se  of  p u b l i c  waters (10 
V.S.A.Sl424) p rov ides  i n  p a r t :  

(c) The Board s h a l l  a t t empt  t o  manage t h e  p u b l i c  waters s o  
t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  u ses  may be enjoyed i n  a reasonable  
manner, i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of  a l l  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
S t a t e .  To t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e  t h e  Board s h a l l  provide 
f o r  a l l  normal uses .  

3. The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on horsepower 
reques ted  by t h e  p e t i t i o n  would be  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  use  of 
Lake Raponda f o r  wa te r sk i ing  and o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  and 
normal r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses .  

4.  The r e s u l t s  offered i n  support of the petition (pre l iminary  
f i n d i n g  # 4 )  can be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  achieved wi thout  
r e s t r i c t i n g  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  of  Lake Raponda. This  can be 
accomplished by p u b l i c i z i n g ,  and where necessary en fo rc ing ,  



e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  r egu la t ing  t h e  use of motorboats. A number 
of suggestions t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  were noted a t  t h e  June 2 4 ,  
1985 hearing a s  indica ted  i n  r e f e r e e  f inding  of f a c t  #5. 

Decision 

Af ter  reviewing i t s  Hearing Referee ' s  preliminary f indings  
of f a c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  correspondence submitted both p r i o r  t o  t h e  
publ ic  hearing on June 2 4 ,  1985 and i n  response t o  t h e  
prel iminary f indings  of f a c t ,  t h e  Water Resources Board has 
decided not  t o  propose any r u l e s  r egu la t ing  t h e  use of Lake 
Raponda a t  t h i s  time. Accordingly, t h e  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  on 
November 6 ,  1984 i s  thereby denied. 

In  denying t h i s  p e t i t i o n  t h e  Board does not  in tend t o  
suggest t h a t  t h e  concerns which prompted it a r e  unimportant o r  
without m e r i t .  Indeed, a s  a  r e s u l t  of suggest ions made a t  t h e  
June 24th publ ic  hearing,  t h e  Water Resources Board has i n i t i a t e d  
d iscuss ions  with t h e  Department of Publ ic  Safety regarding 
e f f o r t s  t o  b e t t e r  inform t h e  boat ing pub l i c  regarding t h e  
requirements of t h e  motorboat r egu la t ions  and of t h e  procedures 
by which v i o l a t i o n s  of those regu la t ions  can be e f f e c t i v e l y  
reported.  

n- 
Done t h i s  / kh of ha( e, 1985, a t  Burlington, 

Vermont. 0 

FOR THE WATER RESOURCES BOARD 
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William D. Countryman 


