
STATE OF VERMONT 
WATER RESOURCES BOARD 

MONTPELIER, VERMONT 08602 

(802)  828-2871 

November 8 ,  1983 

RE: P e t i t i o n  t o  Regulate t h e  U s e  of P u b l i c  Waters 10 V.S.A., §I424 

To t h e  Fr iends  o f  Greenwood Lake: 

A f t e r  c a r e f u l  d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e  Vermont Water Resources Board by 
unanimous v o t e  a t  i t s  meeting on November 8 ,  1983, decided n o t  t o  
propose r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  use  of  t h e  p u b l i c  waters o f  Greenwood 
Lake a s  reques ted  by t h e  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  on August 22, 1983. 

The Board has  reached t h i s  d e c i s i o n  af ter  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
F hear ing  referee's pre l iminary  f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t ,  as w e l l  as t h e  many 

w r i t t e n  comments which have been f i l e d  s i n c e  t h e  hear ing .  I n  e l e c t i n g  
n o t  t o  propose r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  Board i s  n o t  sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  
concerns which prompted t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  and which were d iscussed  a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  hea r ing  and i n  w r i t i n g ,  are wi thou t  m e r i t .  Indeed, it seems 
clear from t h e  record  o f  t h i s  proceeding t h a t ,  cons ide r ing  t h e  
i n t e n s i t y  and v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  u s e s  which are made of  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  body of  water, a g r e a t  d e a l  of  e f f o r t  w i l l  be needed t o  i n s u r e  
t h a t  any one use  of Greenwood Lake does n o t  unreasonably i n t e r f e r e  
w i th  another .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  Board f e e l s  it i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a l low t h e  
Greenwood Lake Assoc ia t ion  and o t h e r s  u s ing  Greenwood Lake t h e  
oppor tun i ty  t o  r e s o l v e  any c o n f l i c t s  and s a f e t y  problems which may 
e x i s t  i n  an in formal  manner. A s u b s t a n t i a l  number of t hose  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  proceeding suggested t h a t  f u r t h e r  
e f f o r t s  t o  ach ieve  an in formal  r e s o l u t i o n  of  t h e s e  matters i s  
warranted and t h e  Board agrees .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Board would n o t e  t h a t  it i s  f r e e  t o  r econs ide r  i t s  
c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  matter i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  e f f o r t s  t o  r e l y  on 
mutual coopera t ion  and t h e  enforcement o f  e x i s t i n g  s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  
prove inadequate .  However, t h e  Board f e e l s  a d d i t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  
should be  seen as t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  l a s t  r e s o r t .  Accordingly,  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  t o  i n i t i a t e  rulemaking i s  denied.  
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If there are questions or comments regarding this matter, please 
feel free to contact the Water Resources Board at the above address. 

For the Water Resources Board 

Board members concurring with 
this decision: 

Deborah J. Sisco, Chairman 
Catharine B. Rachlin, Member 
William D. Countryman, Member 
William Boyd Davies, Member 

Board members opposed: 

None 

Board members not participating: - W. Byrd LaPrade, Member 


