
Rules Regulating the  Use of Mirror Lake 
(Number 10 Pond) Town of Cala is  

Rule 1. Vessels propelled by a motor s h a l l  not exceed a speed of 5 miles 
per hour within the  two bay a reas  south of Hall  Point.  

Rule 2. For t h e  remainder of the  lake,  vesse ls  propelled by a motor s h a l l  
not exceed a speed of 10 miles per  hour. 

Rule 3. Houseboats and the  use of boats  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes a r e  prohibited. 

Rule 4. Vessels operated by agencies of  the  S t a t e  of  Vermont s h a l l  comply with 
these  ru les  a t  a l l  times unless t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  du t i e s  

requi res  otherwi se. 

Rule 5. A l l  vesa ls  s h a l l  be operated i n  accordance with Chapter 7 of  T i t l e  
25 V.S.A. which app l i e s  t o  a l l  waters  of the  S t a t e  of Vermont. 
(For d e t a i l s  consult  the  Vermont Department of Public  Safe ty ,  
Montpelier) . 

Adopted t h i s  12th Day of December, 1978 a t  Montpelier, Vermont by the  

Vermont Water Resources Board 

Frederick Mehlman, Chairman 

-*- Ruth Poger, 

Roderic Nsynes, ~ F e r  
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VERMONT WATER RESOURCES BOARD 

J u l y  26, 1978 

To : To Whom It May Concern 

Subject :  Burr Pond 

A t  i t s  regular  meeting on Ju ly  17, 1978, t he  Vermont Water Resources 
Board decided t o  deny the  p e t i t i o n  request ing t h a t  t he  e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  r egu la t ing  
t h e  su r face  use of Burr Pond be amended t o  r e s t r i c t  motor s i z e  t o  t e n  horsepower 
and speeds t o  f i v e  miles per hour. The Board took t h i s  a c t i o n  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  
cons idera t ion  of  i ts record i n  t h i s  mat te r  including the  r e s u l t s  of a  publ ic  
hear ing  he ld  a t  Burr Pond on June 29, 1978. 

In  denying the  p e t i t i o n e r s  reques t  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  governing 
t h e  sur face  use of Burr Pond, t h e  Water Resources Board gave cons idera t ion  t o  

P t h e  following f a c t s :  

(1)  The Vermont S t a t u t e  (Sect ion 1424 of T i t l e  10 V.S.A.) which empowers t h e  
Water Resources Board t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  r egu la t ing  the  su r face -use  
of publ ic  waters provides i n  pa r t :  

s ec t ion  1424 ( c )  
"The board s h a l l  attempt t o  manage the  public  waters  s o  
t h a t  t he  var ious  uses may be enjoyed i n  a  reasonable 
manner, i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  the  c i t i z e n s  of 
t he  s t a t e .  To t h e  ex ten t  poss ib le ,  t he  board s h a l l  
provide f o r  a l l  normal uses ." 

(2 )  On September 28, 1972 the  Water Resources Board adopted r u l e s - r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  
uses of Burr Pond which include a  p roh ib i t ion  of  speeds i n  excess of 
5 miles per  hour a f t e r  6 pm and before 10 am. 

(3)  The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  of  t h e  requested r e s t r i c t i o n s  on horsepower and speed 
would e l iminate  t h e  use o f  Burr Pond f o r  purposes of waterski ing,  an 
e s t ab l i shed  use of t h a t  pond. 

(4)  Testimony a t  t he  public  hearing on June 29th indica ted  t h a t  t he  majori ty of 
t h e  inc iden t s  c i t e d  by t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  on behalf  of t h e i r  reques ts  a r e  
v i o l a t i o n s  of t he  "Laws and Regulations Governing Use and Regis t ra t ion  
of Motorboats" and could be addressed by an e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  inform 
motorboat opera tors  regarding t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and by coordinat ing 
enforcement e f f o r t s  with the  Department of Public  Safety.  
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(5) A s i g n i f i c a n t  p ropor t ion  of u se r s  of Burr Pond a t t end ing  t h e  June 29th 
hea r ing  expressed s a t i s f a c t i o n  with t h e  terms of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Water 
Resources Board r u l e s  governing su r f ace  use which des igna t e  a  period 
of time on a d a i l y  b a s i s  when water s k i i n g  and high-speed motorboat 
ope ra t i on  a r e  prohib i ted .  

In d e c l i n i n g  t o  a c t  on t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  reques t  f o r  more s t r i n g e n t  
r u l e s ,  t he  Board does n o t  in tend  t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  concerns prompting t h a t  
reques t  a r e  wi thout  merit. However, t h e  Board f e e l s  t h a t  a  number of  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  o u t r i g h t  p roh ib i t i on  of water  s k i i n g  e x i s t .  E s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  Board f e e l s  t h a t  t h e s e  problems can be resolved b e s t  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  
by a l l  p a r t i e s  involved. Local S t a t e  Pol ice  can provide enforcement of t h e  
laws governing t h e  ope ra t i on  of motorboats i n  gene ra l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
Board r u l e s .  

Without presuming t o  g ive  d i r e c t  advice ,  i t  does seem t h a t  t h e  
Burr Pond Assoc ia t ion ,  perhaps working with app rop r i a t e  town o f f i c i a l s ,  could 
be  t h e  b e s t  forum f o r  developing a  simple educa t iona l  program on boa t ing  r u l e s  
and cou r t e sy  and f o r  a c t i n g  a s  a  l i a i s o n  with law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  i f  
t h e  need a r i s e s .  

I f  t h e r e  a r e  any ques t ions  o r  c o m e n t s  regard ing  t h i s  ma t t e r ,  p lease  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  con tac t  me a t  t h e  above address  o r  a t  828-2761. 

c 

Since re ly ,  

WILLIAM A BARTLETT 
Executive Sec re t a ry  

WAB : j 


