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Vermont Water Resources Board 

Dear F r i ends  of  Lake I roquo i s ,  

A t  i t s  r e g u l a r  meeting on Ju ly  26, 1978, The Vermont Water Resources Board 
dec ided  t o  deny t h e  p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  it e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  
s u r f a c e  use  of  Lake I roquois .  The Board took t h i s  a c t i o n  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  o f  i t s i r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  i nc lud ing  t h e  comments o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  
pub l i c  h e a r i n g  h e l d  on June 26, 1978 and t h e  w r i t t e n  comments f i l e d  on o r  be fo r e  
J u l y  21, 1978. 

I n  denying t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  r e q u e s t  f o r  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  use of  
Lake I roquo i s ,  t h e  Water Resources Board gave c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  f a c t s :  

n 1. The Vermont S t a t u t e  ( s e c t i o n  1424 of  T i t l e  10  V.S.A.) which empowers t h e  Water 
Resources Board t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  use  of  pub l i c  wate rs  
provides  i n  p a r t :  

"The Board s h a l l  a t t empt  t o  manage t h e  pub l i c  wate rs  so t h a t  t h e  va r i ous  
uses  may be  enjoyed i n  a  reasonable  manner, i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  
t h e  c i t i z e n s  of  t h e  s t a t e .  To t h e  e x t e n t  pos s ib l e ,  t h e  Board s h a l l  provide 
f o r  a i l  normal uses." 

2. The p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  r eques t ed  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on horsepower and speed 
would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  use  of Lake I roquo i s  f o r  wa t e r sk i i ng  and o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
u s e s  o f  t h e  Lake. 

3. Testimony a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on June 26th i n d i c a t e d  t h a t - t h e  ma jo r i t y  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t s  c i t e d  by t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  on beha l f  of  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s  a r e  v i o l a t i o n s  of 
t h e  "Laws and Regulat ions  Governing Use and R e g i s t r a t i o n  of 140 to r boa t s~~  (yel low 
b o o k l e t )  and could be most e f f e c t i v e l y  addressed by e f f o r t s  t o  b e t t e r  inform 
motorboat o p e r a t o r s  regard ing  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and by l o c a l  e f f o r t s  t o  
coo rd ina t e  enforcement a c t i o n ,  when needed, w i th  t h e  Department of Pub l i c  Safe ty .  

4.  Seve ra l  of  t h e  yroblerns d i s cus sed  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  would be a l l e v i a t e d  by 
c l e a r  and uniform d e l i n e a t i o n  of s a f e t y  zones i n  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  of  t h e  Lake t o  
a s s i s t  boa t  o p e r a t o r s  i n  main ta in ing  t h e  proper d i s t a n c e .  I n  t h i s  regard t h e  
Board no t e s  t h a t  t h e  p lacenen t  of marking buoys do no t  r e q u i r e  p r i o r  s t a t e  
approva l ,  provided t h a t  t h e  buoys themselves a r e  p rope r ly  i n s t a l l e d  and a r e  
no t  a  hazard t o  nav iga t i on  ( s e e  Chapter 11 o f  T i t l e  29 V.S.A.). Furthermore 
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t h e  "Laws and Regulat ions Governing Use and R e g i s t r a t i o n  of Motorboats" 
( s e c t i o n  310) provides some guidance a s  t o  how swimming a reas  a r e  proper ly  
marked. 

5. With regard  t o  problems a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t r a n s i e n t  boa t e r s ,  t h e  Board notes  
t h a t  t h e  use of a l l  S t a t e  F ish ing  Accesses f o r  purposes o t h e r  than f i s h i n g  
a r e  prohib i ted  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t he  Vermont F ish  and Game Board. Fur ther -  
more, it i s  t h e  Water Resources Board's understanding t h a t  t h e  deed convey- 
ing t h e  property on which t h e  Lake.:Iroquois F ish ing  Access is loca ted  
conta ins  a  s i m i l a r  covenant. 

6. The Board notes  t h a t  t h e  record  i n  t h i s  mat te r  sugges ts  t h a t  t h e r e  may be a  
need t o  cons ider  r e s t r i c t i n g  boa t  speeds and/or water  s k i i n g  i n  t h e  
immediate v i c i n i t y  of  Spruce I s l and  i f  l o c a l  e f f o r t s  a l l e v i a t i n g  s a f e t y  
problems prove unsuccessful .  

I n  denying t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s  r eques t  f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  Lake I roquois ,  t he  Board 
does no t  in tend  t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  concarns prompting t h a t  reques t  a r e  without  
mer i t .  However, a t  t h i s  t h e  t h e  Board f e e l s  t h a t  a  number of u n t r i e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
e x i s t  f o r  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  problems i d e n t i f i e d  a t  t he  June 26th hea r ing  and t h a t  
t he se  e s s e n t i a l l y  l o c a l  e f f o r t s  should be made before  any f u r t h e r  cons ide ra t i on  
is  given t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s p e c i f i c  r egu la t i ons  f o r  Lake Iroquois .  

The Board app rec i a t e s  t h e  many thought fu l  suggest ions o f f e r ed  a t  t h e  hear ing  
and i n  wr i t ing .  By s e p a r a t e  correspondence, i t  has  endorsed sugges t ions  t h a t  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  motorboat r e g u l a t i o n s  be posted a t  t h e  f i s h i n g  access  and North 

P Beach. A s  noted i n  paragraph 1/4, t h e  placement of buoys a t  t h e  Br thBeach  swimming 
a rea  and a t  Spruce I s l and  can be accomplished by l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  o r  t h e  campers 
a s soc i a t i on .  Without presuming t o  give d i r e c t  advice,  i t  does seem t h a t  t h e  
campers a s s o c i a t i o n ,  perhaps working with app rop r i a t e  town o f f i c i a l s ,  would be 
t h e  b e s t  forum f o r  developing a  simple educa t iona l  program regard ing  boa t ing  
cour tesy  and f o r  ac t i ng  a s  a  l i a i s o n  wi th  law enforcement o f f i c i a l s  i f  t h e  need 
a r i s e s .  

I f  t he re  a r e  any ques t ions  o r  comments regard ing  t h i s  mat te r ,  p lease  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  con tac t  me a t  t h e  above address  o r  a t  828-2761. 

WAB : j 


