
On-Site Composting Recipe Guide

Material Recipe 1 Recipe 2 Recipe 3 Recipe 4

Food Scraps

Horse Manure

Leaves

Chips/Sawdust

Mulch Hay

Shredded Paper

Compost Recipe Guide

Provided here are four recipes for achieving the con-
ditions necessary for proper composting. These 
recipes should provide a balance of Carbon 
and Nitrogen, Moisture, Density, and Porosity. 
To follow the recipes, decide upon a common 

volume unit, such as 1 five gallon bucket and follow 
any one of the recipes. If you would like to de-

velop your own recipe you can download the 
advanced “Compost Recipe Calculator” found 
under the Site Management resources.
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This guide was created under contract with the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Department of 
Environmental Conservation, Solid Waste Program, in 
2015. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or rec-
ommendations expressed in these materials are solely 
the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the Agency of Natural 
Resources.

The following resource uses or is adapted from con-
tent originally developed by the Highfields Center for 
Composting in Hardwick VT. The Highfields Center for 
Composting dissolved as an organization in December 
2014 and ended its active involvement in the Close the 
Loop Program.
 
The content has been made publically available for 
use in supporting organics management in Vermont 
and elsewhere through the generosity of the High 
Meadows Fund, the Harris and Frances Block 
Foundation, and the Vermont Community Foundation. 
For more information about the use of Highfields re-
lated materials please contact jake@vsjf.org.
 
The Vermont community wishes to thank the 
Highfields Center for Composting for its years of 
outstanding leadership in the service of com-
munity composting and universal recycling in 
Vermont.
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Companion Resources:

Bin System Design Guide
School Implementation Guide
Compost Recipe Guide
Compost Planning Checklist
Compost Bin Monitoring Log


