
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation 

Vermont Automotive Emissions Repair 
Assistance Program Application Guidance 

The State of Vermont’s Automotive Emissions Repair Assistance 
Program (AERAP) provides funding to help low-income Vermont 
motorists in repairing emissions issues that caused their vehicles to 
fail the emissions (OBD II) portion of the annual vehicle inspection. 
The following checklist will help you determine your eligibility for 
AERAP and help you to gather the information needed to apply: 

Step 1: Eligibility Criteria Overview 
Step 2: Household Income Eligibility 
Step 3: Confirming Qualifying Vehicle Inspection Failure 
Step 4: Gathering Required Vehicle Information 
Step 5: Applying to AERAP 

Step 1: Eligibility Criteria Overview 
To qualify for AERAP 

The applicant must: The applicant’s vehicle must: 

• Meet gross household income eligibility
set at less than or equal to 185% of the
Federal Poverty Level.

• Be a Vermont resident whose vehicle is
registered in Vermont.

• Have failed the emissions (OBD II)
component of the annual vehicle
inspection and passed the safety
component within the last 30 days.
Furthermore, the OBD II failure cannot be 
due to readiness or tampering.

Step 2: Household Income Eligibility 

Refer to the table to the left to determine if you meet the 
income eligibility requirements. You will need to self- 
attest to your gross household income during the 
application process. All applicants may be audited by the 
State of Vermont to verify program eligibility. To avoid 
potential delays and expedite your application, you may 
be asked to submit documentation verifying your income 
during your application including: 

•  Letter of public benefits (Low- Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) eligibility
letter, Reach-Up eligibility letter... etc.)

Gross household income includes the total income of all 
household members before taxes or other deductions. 
This includes wages, salaries, tips, bonuses. benefits 
(social security, unemployment, etc.), and other sources 
of income. 
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Step 3: Confirming Qualifying Vehicle Inspection Failure 

To qualify for assistance through AERAP, your vehicle must have failed the OBD II (emissions) portion of 
the annual vehicle inspection within the last 30 days but must have passed the safety portion. To confirm 
this, you may need to refer to your Vehicle Inspection Report (VIR). Inspection stations may provide a 
paper copy of your VIR after the inspection. However, if a paper copy is unavailable or lost, accessing a 
digital version is simple. All you need is your Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)! Even if you already 
know that your vehicle’s inspection failure reason meets the AERAP eligibility requirements, you will still 
need your VIN to complete the AERAP application: 

Locating your VIN 

Your vehicle's VIN can be located on the interior 
dashboard on the driver’s side, on the driver’s side 
door, on the front end of the frame, or on the 
underside of the hood. Additionally, many 
documents related to your vehicle will have a copy 
of your vehicle's VIN. These documents include 
your title, VIR, registration, and insurance 
documents. The VIN itself is a 17-character long 
code such as the following: 

4S3BMHB68B3286050 

Once you have located your VIN, record it! You will 
need it later in the AERAP application process. 

If you know your vehicle’s inspection failure reason meets 
the AERAP eligibility requirements, please skip to step 4. 

With your VIN, you will be able to access your vehicle’s inspection history. Proceed to: 
https://www.vt-avip.com/VTPublicWeb/testHistory 

*Ensure that the test date is within 30 days of applying to AERAP!

https://www.vt-avip.com/VTPublicWeb/testHistory


Page 3 of 4  

Interpreting your VIR 

To qualify for assistance through 
AERAP your vehicle must have: 

Passed the safety portion of the 
annual vehicle inspection 

Failed the OBD II (emissions) 
portion of the annual vehicle 
inspection. 

This failure cannot be due to 
readiness 

Step 4: Gathering Required Vehicle Information 
During the AERAP application process you will need to provide specific vehicle information, including the 
following: 

• VIN
• Engine Family Group Number
• Emissions Certification.

We have already located the VIN (refer to page 2). Your engine family group number and your vehicles 
emissions certification are both located on your Vehicle Emissions Control Information (VECI) label. 

Locating your VECI Label

Your VECI label is affixed to your vehicle by 
law when it is manufactured and contains 
important information on your vehicle's 
emissions control systems. 

Your VECI label is most commonly found on 
the underside of your vehicle’s hood but can 
also be located on your vehicle’s engine valve 
cover, or radiator shroud. 

Figure 4: Finding your VECI label



Page 4 of 4 

Engine Family Group Number/Emissions Certification 

Example VECI Label: 

• Your engine family group number, also known as the vehicle’s test group, is a 12-character long
code and may include a period. Note that this code is different than the evaporative code, which
may be found directly under the engine family group number in the example above. An example
engine family group number is:

DKMXV01.6DBE 

Emissions Certification 

• A vehicle can be certified to Federal/EPA standards, or to the more rigorous standards set by
California and adopted by some states, including Vermont. In the example above, the vehicle is
both California and EPA certified.

Step 5: Applying to AERAP 

You will now have all the information needed to apply to AERAP. Please visit 
www.EmissionsRepair.vermont.gov to access the application! 

If you have any trouble during the application process or would like clarification, please email 
ANR.decAERAP@Vermont.gov or call 802-447-6447 (Bennington area) or 802-651-1630 (Shelburne 
area). 

Engine Family Group Number 

Figure 5: Interpreting your VECI label

The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) operates its programs, services, and activities without 
discriminating on the basis of race, religion, creed, color, national origin (including limited English 
proficiency), ancestry, place of birth, disability, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or breastfeeding (mother and child). Questions or Complaints/Free Language Services: 
anr.civilrights@vermont.gov.

http://www.emissionsrepair.vermont.gov/
mailto:ANR.decAERAP@Vermont.gov
mailto:anr.civilrights@vermont.gov
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