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ECO AmeriCorps member Allie Dinwiddie has been busy this fall at the Regional Planning 
Commission in Addison County! Her main tasks have centered around helping Towns conduct 
road erosion inventories in Addison County in order to comply with the Vermont Clean Water 
Act and the new Municipal Roads General Permit (MRGP). The MRGP is intended to achieve 
significant reductions in stormwater-related erosion from municipal roads by revamping road 
standards and by requiring town roadway assessments and the identification of areas on 
hydrologically connected roadways (meaning roads likely conveying stormwater to a water body) 
in need of improvement. To help Towns meet new road standards under the MRGP and reduce 
roadway erosion, Allie has been assisting road crews with conducting road inventories using a 
data collection app called Fulcrum. She is currently putting together an instructional guide on 
how to use the app for road foreman to refer to, so they can better understand the data collection 
process and produce more consistent and reliable data. Allie applied for grants for two additional 
Towns in Addison County to complete road erosion inventories by June 2020 and dabbled in the 
creation process of Capital Improvement Plans for Towns already in the process of completing 
these inventories, which ensures a funding strategy for fixing identified problem road segments 
not meeting standards. This Fall, Allie also helped with a new pilot program called Grants in Aid, 
which is an initiative to provide funding to municipalities interested in bringing poor quality 
hydrologically connected road segments up to standards in a timely manner. For the Grants in 
Aid program, Allie helped Towns identify projects, assessed and approved proposed projects, and 
reviewed completed construction work and paperwork! These tasks required Allie to make maps, 
collect road data, review budget/invoicing materials, and interact with a lot of key stakeholders 
in the process such as Town Clerks, Road Foremen, and other Planners. She will be continuing 
with her efforts for the Grants in Aid program in the Spring. This winter, Allie will be assisting the 
non-profit Addison County River Watch Collaborative in updating their inventory on water 
sampling locations and running a piece of their sampling program in the Spring. Additionally, Allie 
anticipates she will be practicing her grant writing chops to help the City of Vergennes apply for 
an Ecosystem Restoration Program Grant to fund complete engineering designs for two green 
infrastructure projects. Allie is excited about these new projects and just can’t wait to get on the 
road again!  


