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SPOTLIGHT

. COLIN
4

olin hails from Wayne, Maine and represents ECO
serving with Addison County Solid Waste
Management District as Waste Diversion Program
Assistant! His day doesn't start until he's downed all
the coffee in the office kitchen and when he's ready
to serve he'll move from the kitchen to community
outreach for advocation of azero waste lifestyle! On
a"lucky" day, he can get out of the office with his
supervisor to visit local schools and businesses,
Colin is stoked to exp lore giving compost advice and tips on how to properly

Vermont's ou fd oors fl‘l is dispose of various materials. Before ECO, he studied
Anthropology at Skidmore College in New York!

year cmcl |ECII’I’1 morel Colinis an amateur potter and can be found baking
about world of wastel orrunning the trails.

"I think people bring me the most joy as well as inspire
me to get things done. There is something about bringing
people together, hearing their stories and learning from
their experiences, that urges me forward to make the
world a more loving community."

--Colin Clarcq
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b LEXI

17 Lexi is ECO's member serving at the Lamoille

F Regional Solid Waste Management District as
Outreach & Education Specialist. She's from
Pittsburgh, PA and spends her service days inthe
office planning outreach & education events, at
Lamoille Soil Composting facility collecting data,
orat one of 6 transfer stations interacting directly
with the community to increase their grasp of the
importance of materials management! Before
ECO, Lexi attended Slippery Rock University

Lexi loves to a |WC|yS fry where she earned a BS in Geology. She's excited to
new fh i ngs, buf h er main utilize her new knowlege of waste to help the
hobbies are wei g ht communities be more sustainable, mindful of their

waste, and excited to compost! When she's not
serving, you'll find Lexi at the gym or biking in
town!

lifting, biking, and yogal!

When asked what motivates her to Get Things Done, Lexi replied:

"Hate of the damage caused by others is what motivates
me to make positive change, but it is the love of positive
change that propels me."

--Lexi Chambers
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LINDSEY

Lindsey's hometown is Milford, CT and she is
serving as Education & Outreach Coordinator at
Lake Champlain Committee! Her days there are
filled with cyanobacteria monitoring at different
sites around the lake, as well as data entry and
analysis forongoing projects of LCC. Before
becoming an ECO, Lindsey worked for the
Audubon society as an environmental educator
and for the Darrin Fresh Water Institute on Lake
George as an environmental research intern! When
FUN FACT: she's not serving, you can find her hiking with her
q dog ortrying outanewlocal brewery. Lindseyis
L I nds ey loves ru 9 by & excitedto be able to work on her passion of
maintaining an d creatin g invasive species and cyanobacteriaresearch, both
terrariums/aquariums! inthe field and behind the scenes

"Making others happy brings me c‘ioz and creating a better
environment both physically and through understanding
motivates me to get things done."

--Lindsey Carlson
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MEAGHAN &

Meaghan is from Colchester, CT and currently serves,

as Environmental Technician withthe DEC's

Monitoring &Assessment Program! This is her second A3
yearwith ECO, and third AmeriCorps term, and we're {
happy to have her back. Before serving, she earned a
Biology degree from Middlebury College and spent

some time on the Oregon cost tracking spotted owls.
Meaghan's typical day involves serving from home to

help coordinate the LaRosa Partnership Program,

whichis ac.olléboration ofwaten:hhed assoc’i,ations& FUN FACT: M eag h(l n
water monitoring groups around the state that ) |(1ys Quidditch--the
implement water quality monitoring projects for " le" A £
impaired waters. With the end of field season, she muggle V.e rsion o
nowspends hours assisting the BASS team in the lab the s port in Har ry
with identifying benthic macroinvertebrates, which Potter!

are indicators of stream health.
*Biomonitoring & Aquatic Studies Section (BASS)

"I am happiest when I am standing knee deep in a stream examining
some species of fish or macroinvertebrate. I love getting to interact
with the aquatic ecosystem in a hands-on way and discover how
everything interacts first hand. I hope I will develop a better
understanding of aquatic ecosystems in order to decipher the best
strategies for improving the health of Vermont's water bodies."

--Meaghan Hickey
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NAOMI

Naomi is from Ann Arbor, Michigan and serves as
ECO's member with the Middlebury Area Land Trust
(MALT)! As Land, Trails, and Education coordinator,
hertypical day couldinvolve teaching young
Vermonters about outdoor skills and the
environment, managing trails in the area, helping
manage the nonprofit, oramix of all the above!
Before serving with ECO, Naomi graduated from
Middlebury College and spent this past summer
working for the Green Mountain Club. Outside of

Fun Fact: Naomi

service, you can find her eating popcorn, making

homemade applesauce, andtrying to breathe as F I N AL LY I earn ed h ow
much outdoor air as possible! Her love language is to pl ay bl‘ i Cl g e! S he
quality time and being social brings herjoy. PI ays wi th her fam over

Zoom these days.

"Having hard-working, inspiring folk in my life motivates
me daily to get things done."

--Naomi Cutler
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PETE

Pete's hidden talents
include but are not
limited to: Fermenting,
foraging, & matching
the appropriate folk
song to the mood!

When asked what brings them joy and what motivates
them to Get Things Done, Pete responded:

"Collective empowerment. Leveraging my skills to allow
others to demand and affect change."

--Pete Kirby-Miller




image8.png
Wemboor ,
SPOTLIGHT A s

RYAN |

Ryanjoins us from Camillus, NY and serves at
the Rich Earth Institute down in Brattleboro as
aResearch Associate! Atypical day inthe ECO
life of Ryan involves supporting scientific
investigations to better understand & optimize
urine diversion and ecological sanitation
efforts. He was heading to the Peace Corps
until Covid-19 changed his plans--we are so Fun Fact: qu n
glad hisjourney brought him to ECO! Ryan | oves ba k i ng,
comes equipped with research expertise and b 3 k i g, an d BT
an MS from Syracuse University. When he's not ! .
serving, you can find him running the trails! P I ays percussio n!

"I am motivated to get things done by participatory
activism of the urine donors in Brattleboro, the stick-to-
itiveness of the folks at the Rich Earth Institute, and the
astonishing ECO AmeriCorps members that I am serving

with this year."

--Ryan Homeyer
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AMANDA

Amanda is another Vermont native from Fair
Haven! She is currently serving with the
Central Vermont Solid Waste Management
District. Her days as Zero Waste Assistant
entail helping CVSWMD by it's outreach
goals. Before serving with ECO, Amanda
earned her Bachelor's degree in E Studies
and Political Science at Castleton University
in 2018. Interested in spending some more
time learning about the environment while
traveling the world post-grad, she signed up
' foran academy onsustainable architecture
When she's not with Earthship Biotecture and helped to build
two homes--one inrural Japan and onein
Taos, New Mexico! This year, she's excited to
learn more about the waste management
system and what we can all do to limit the
amount ofresources that go to landfills.

serving, you can find
Amanda exploring
the trails around
Vermont, watching
documentaries, &
experimenting in the
kitchen.

When asked what brings her joy and motivates her to Get Things Done,
Amanda replied:

"I like to see progress. Seeing something that I helped to build change and
improve over time. I also like to teach others and see how the information
I've provided to them might impact their viewpoint or habits."

--Amanda Clement
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ARI

Ari is our ECO member serving as Education &
Outreach Coordinator for the Missisquoi River
Basin Association (MRBA) and the Upper
Missisquoiand Trout River (UMATR) Wild & Scenic
Committee! Her service there entails ecological
restoration by planting native species to stabilize
riverbanks and removing invasive species,
facilitation of river recreation on the Wild & Scenic
rivers, and education & outreach with the local
community and schools. Before joining ECO, Ari
spent the past two years teaching high school

Ari's hidden talent is

gen tli ng wi Id musta ng s! science inthe Pine Ridge reservation in South
She also loves rock Dakota! This year, she's excited to put down some
CI im b in g, soccer, d eep roots and getting involved in communities. When
cleani ng & o rgan izi ng. Ariisn'tserving, you canfind her reading orouton
anadventure.

When asked what brings her jot, Ari replied:

"Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer, sunshine,
good music and great friends!"

--Ari Lattanzi
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EMMA

Emma comes from Windsor, CT and is one of our second
year ECOs serving with the Forest Ecosystem Monitoring
Cooperative as Outreach and Monitoring Specialist! We
are happy to have her back again for another term. Her
service there entails contributing to FEMC's ongoing
projects, getting out in the field assisting with air quality
monitoring, and helping develop programs that will
increase public engagement with FEMC such as citizen
science projects. Prior to this year, Emma earned her
Bachelor's degreen from the University of Vermont and

served wnh ECO as the Field Program Technician ff)r the F U N FACT WI‘I i | e
Rutland office of Vermont Forests, Parks & Recreation. She dd | . . I‘I .
is excited to learn more about the FEMC and take advantage pa Ing Is her main
of all of the training opportunities offered to her! When she's |'1 o bby, E mma | oves
not serving, you can find Emma canoeing the lakes and to cook! Es pecia | IY
rivers of the Northeast, and when the water freezes over...

snowboarding! new & adventurous
dishes.

"I want to leave a lasting impact on my community, while

following LNT (Leave No Tracg principles”

--Emma Gwyn
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JULIA

Juliais ourmember serving with Vermont Genter
for Ecostudies (VCE) as Community/Citizen
Science Outreach Naturalist! Her hometoviilis
Colden, NY and before ECO, she was working
with the Forest Ecosystem Monitoring
Cooperative. Atypical day of service for Julia
usually consists of writing blogs, answering
community scientist questions, determining the
most effective ways to engage with communities
across Vermont about VCE's research, and
incorporating community scientist volunteers
into VCE projects that best fit their interests. This

year, she'll be focusing on furthering the Vermont J u li a is startin ]
Lady Beetle Atlas Project, which is wrapping up a grassroots

its pilotyear. When she's not serving, you can find organization for
Julia outside identifying trees, mushrooms, re £ orestation
birds, and beetles! w“.h a 'Friend!

When asked what brings her joy and motivates her to Get Things
Done, Julia replied:
"My birds bring me joY and environmental degradation/ the
need for environmental justice inspires me to get things done."
--Julia Pupko
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KAT

Kat is one of our second-year members who
returned for another round of ECO servicel HY I SER VE
Originally from Medway, MA, Kat is serving this To inseice cmenag 14 the
yearwith the Vermont Agency of Agriculture Communiy +o hnp Mehgure
Food and Markets in the Water Quality Division. Qi gy

Atypical dayinthe ECO life of Kat could include
Sitting in on agricultural partner meetings to
make sure everyone in the state-- both
government and local partners--are
collaborating about improving Vermont's water
quality. She also puts efforts towards education
and outreach to farmers, determining best
management practices, andfield verification
checks to insure constituents are adhering to
their grant. When she's not serving, you'll find
heroutside, usually hanging inahammock

Kat is excited to
travel around the
state and talk to

farmers about

practices they are

implementing to
help improve water

quality!

When asked what motivates her to Get Things Done, Kat replied:

"I am motivated to get things done because I want to promote
positive change within the community."

--Kat Lewis
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Kate is currently in the

process of illustrating a
children's book & learning
how to bring drawings to

life through the app

Procreate on the iPad!

KATE L.

Kate is another one of our second-year members
returning to ECO and we are very happy to have her
back! This time around she's serving as Assistant
Plannerwith VLT! Herdays in this role involve
plenty of GIS mapping, as well as time in the field
for buffer flagging, conserved land site visits, or
visits with land owners/farmers to discuss the
process of conserving land with the Land Trust.
Before ECO, Kate graduated from the University of
Vermont with a degree in Environmental Studies
during which she also pursued herinterests in city
planning as an undergraduate intern with the City
of Burlington. She is passionate about outdoorand
environmental education, as well as mental health
awareness and education. This year, Kate is excited
to lead riparian buffer plantings and spend long,
rewarding days in the field! When she isn't serving,
you can find her tromping around in the woods,
camping, paddling, making food or making art.

"Connecting with people brings me joy. I love meeting new people,

learning from strangers, building communitﬁ/,
comfort zones of myself and othe

and pushing the
rs."

--Kate Longfield
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KATE W.

Kate is from Pittsburgh, PA but has spent
plenty oftime here in VT attending UVM as
part ofthe class of 2020! She is our member
serving with the VT DEC Lakes & Ponds on
Aquatic Invasives efforts. A typical service
day for Kate involves anything from aquatic
organism surveys by kayak during field
season to mapping common speciesin
Vermont. This year, she's excited about
where her service position will take herand
serving alongside the other ECO members!
When Kate isn't serving, you'll find her
hanging out with her dog, hikingup a
Kate | oves fryi ng mountain, looking for salamanders, or
new arts & crafts attempting to cook or bake something. Her
hobbies change frequently, but she mostly
loves being outside and exploring new
places--especially as the seasons change!

and most recently
has been working
on sewing a quilt!

When asked what brings her joy and motivates her to Get Things Done,
Kate replied:

"Collaboration and working alongside people who are passionate about
what they do really motivates me."

--Kate Wettergreen
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KATHERINE H.

Katherine is our ECO serving with the Franklin
County Natural Resources Conservation
District! As a Conservation Technician, her
service entails soil sampling, water quality
sampling, and talking with farmers about what

they are doing to protect our waters &what can

be done to help. Katherine is a 2020 graduate '
from UVM with a BS in Environmental Science

and spent this past summer before the service
yearworking as amaintenance crew member

with alandscaping crewin Colchester, VT!

She's excited to tackle projects that focus on

fish passage and habitat restoration in Franklin

Katherine recently
learned how to whistle

county this year, and spends her free time and her hidden talents
outside learning to identify trees, wildflowers, include speaking French
birds, and fish species. She also loves to tackle and playing the violin!

amateur carpentry projects!

"I love working outside and ﬁettmg my hands dirty! I am
motivated bK the satisfaction of having c anged something for
e better, even if it is something small."

--Katherine Helmer




image17.png
The kitchen is her
happy place--Katherine
loves to cook and bake

anything!

KATHERINE K.

Katherine K is a Shelburne, VT native
currently serving with the Vermont DEC's
Dam Safety Program! Her service there as an
ECOentails dam inspections, hazard class
verification, and public outreach about
Vermont's dams. Katherine was busy before
Jjoining our program--she graduated from
Colby College in 2019;, did an AmeriCorps
termwith VYCC Trail Crew, and worked at
the Bureau of Land Management in Wyoming
asaConservation and Land Management
Intern working on hydrological data
collection. She is excited to travel around
Vermont for dam inspections and to help out
with other service projects this year. When
she's not serving, you'll kind Katherine
biking, skiing, ortrying out new sourdough
recipes.

When asked what brings her joy and motivates her to Get Things

Done, Katherine replied:

"Connecting with people who have similar goals, but might approach
them from a different perspective.”

--Katherine King
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KEVIN

Kevinjoinus from Zionsville, Indiana and is
currently serving as Community Program and
Outreach Specialist with the Town of Brattleboro!
His typical day of service entails connecting.
community resources to create amore cohesive
collaboration for creating continued community
resiliency. Before ECO, Kevin served as a Peace
Corps volunteerin Zambia with the Linking
Income Food and the Environment (LIFE)
program. He was also an AmeriCorps VISTAin
Missoula, Montana at Missoula Urban

Demonstration (MUD) project where one of the Kevin enjoys working on
programs is acommunity tool library. This year, different projects.
Kevinis excited to learn about and engage in Sometimes he will even

start a new one before
finishing the ones he's
currently working on!

ways we can positively make animpact during
these troubling times. When he's not serving, you
can find him out and about exploring nature.

When asked what bring him joy and motivates him to Get Things
Done, Kevin replied:
"Helping others realize that their actions make an impact and
seeing people who have found their passion."
--Kevin O'Brien
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LEILA

Leila is our member serving with Montpelier Parks
& Trees ! From her hometown of Escazu, Costa H I S

Rica, Leila came to Vermont to study Biology.and. ER v E
Religion at Middlebury College before joining ﬁ([ avse our

ECO. Thereis hardly a"typical” day in her role as |
Trees and Watersheds Steward, but Leila's service
involves collaboration with the city arborist to
prune, cut, chop and process trees. Other days,
she grooms and improves trails, helps lead the
high school conservation crew in COVID-safe
activities, and builds picnic tables. Remotely, she
applies for grants, helps finish an interpretive trail
project, and plans for Parks summer farm season!
Thisyear, Leilais excited forthe warm, volunteer-
full summer season. To work with people, improve
leadership skills, and think deeply about
accessibility to the outdoors and herrole iniit.

Leila loves dancing
and how accessible
and freeing it is!
She's also adept at
navigating trails in
darkness.

When asked what motivates her to Get Things Done, Leila replied:

"I am definitely motivated by relationships. I follow the questions: How
does my life affect and move in other people's lives? What projects nourish
existing relationships/create new ones? I am motivated by the idea that
we can leverage our communal narratives to make the word fragmentally
less sucky."

--Leila Faulstich-Hon
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Luke speaks Italian! And
likes to practice with
other ltalian speakers.

LUKE

Lukejoins us from Yorktown, NY and is serving as
Assistant Water Quality Program Coordinator with the
Northwest Regional Planning Commission! Aservice
day in the life for Luke generally involves creating and
managing stormwater education content, identifying
road erosion sites in the field and managing the data
using GIS, or assisting NRPC staffwith grant writing
and associated project management! Before ECO,
Luke graduated from Tufts University in May 2020 and
spent last summer working as an environmental
educator for Save the Harbor/Save the Bay in Boston.
He's excited to create compelling content using data
to help improve water quality in Northwestern
Vermont this year and to get outin the field and help
identify stormwater mitigation projects firsthand!
When he's not serving, you can find Luke outside -
fishing, hiking, kayaking, herping, foraging, and soon
cross-country skiing and ice fishing ...probably any
otheroutdoor"-ing" you can think of too!

When asked what brings him joy & motivates him to Get Things Done, Luke

replied:

"Recreating in vibrant, healthy ecosystems surrounded by community
members that also enjoy and respect the natural world; & on the same token,
witnessing unhealthy ecosystems & a lack of understanding and respect for
the natural world in a community motivates me to get things done."

--Luke Briccetti
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Maddi spent last sumer
road tripping across the
US & visiting as many
national parks and
forests as she could
before starting the
service yearl.

Maddi is a Vermont native and serves with the
Addison County Regional Planning Commission
as Water Quality Planner! Her typical day as an
ECO may include anything from performing
road erosion inventorie and leading volunteers
Intrail maintenance to municipality plan
viewing and water quality testing. This year
marks Maddi's third AmeriCorps term--she
previously served with Vermont Youth
Conservation Corps (VYCC) and once with SBP
Disaster Reliefdown in South Carolina.She's
excited to engage with stakeholders across the
region this year to ensure safe and healthy
water for the future. When Maddi isn't serving,
you canfind her attending classes for her MBA in
Sustainability or rescuing furniture from her
puppy! Her favorite hobby is sailing and being
out on our beautiful Vermont lakes!

"Getting to meet new people across the state who are passionate
about their work brings me joy. I love knowing that my service has a
direct positive impact on my community. In a world where we have so
little control, service provides an opportunity to actually play a role
in shaping our future. It provides a platform to truly get things done
for the people and places I care about."

--Maddi Shropshire
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RACHEL

Rachelis anative Vermonter from Bethel, as
wellas a 2016 UVM graduate, and returns to
us forasecondyear with the Vermont DEC's
Clean Water Initiative Program! In herrole as
Best Management Practice (BMP)
Verification Coordinator, Rachel spends her
service days on three main tasks: BMP
Verifications, communications and social
mediamanagement, and datamanagement.
She has also built up the Clean Water
Webinar Series to maintain communication
Rachel has started to in COVID times and increase awareness on
cleanwater in Vermont! When she's not
serving, you'll find Rachel in the kitchen

dabble in watercolor and
making cards for people

using watercolor and baking ortrying her hand athomemade
Al ng com binations. pasta. She also loves hiking and being out by
She finds it real |y fun the water orjust curled up with her cat TC
and challenging! (The Cat, The Cutie) andreading.

"I think the people around me are my inspiration to Get Things Done.
Whether it is fellow ECOs, CWIP staff, or my roommates...having an
invigorating conversation with people who are passionate about clean
water and the environment gives me energy; it makes my mind race with
the possibilities to enact change and make an impact!"

--Rachel Wood
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LIZ

Lizcomes to Vermont from Newark, DE and serves
as Team Leader for ECO! She also serves withthe
DEC's Environmental Justice Committee
supporting EJ efforts in the state. Her days involve
member and program support, site-visits,
communication and networking strategy for ECO,
and helping to plan for the service year. Before
ECO, Lizwas a 2020 graduate from the University of
Delaware earning a degree in Environmental
Studies and Humanities during which she worked
foralocal nonprofit/CDC as Project Coordinator.
This year, she is excited to find new ways to
improve communities and combine her passion for

Liz has enjoyed learni ng environmental health with her love of people by
the Vermont winter highlighting the potential we all have toimprove
culture late! |Y and has the world around us. Outside of service, you'll find
crossed snowshoein g an d Liz cheering on Philadelphia sports teams, looking
XC skiing off her list of for live music to see, or exploring Vermont's
activities to try! landscape--both cities & beautiful natural spaces.

When asked what brings her joy & motivates her to Get Things Done, Liz replied:

"The people and organizations we serve with motivate me to get things
done! The opportunity that lies in recognizing the unique knowledge banks
and experiences that, put together, can exceed what I or anyone else could
ever hope to achieve alone is a huge motivator. Finding friends in strangers

brings me joy--especially older people and dogs."

--Liz Shields
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ALEX

Alex is from Detroit, Ml and is currently serving with'
ECO's new host site Stowe Trails Partnership! As
Stewardship Coordinator, his typical day involves
outreach and engagement to a variety of trail users,
collecting and managing trail behavioral data,
coordinating opportunities for volunteers, and
maintaining and adding to a 35 mile trail network.
Before ECO, Alex served with the Lakes Region
Conservation Corps in New Hampshire and even
worked at an environmental consulting company in
Michigan with afocus on stormwater and drinking
water. Among many things, he's excited to learn more
aboutthe ins & outs of trail management, develop
effective ways to educate trail users & collect trail
usage data, and contributing to the maintenance and
growth ofthe local trail network.

FUN FACT: In true
trail-lovers fashion,
Alex moved to VT
early so he could hike
the Long Trail before
starting servicel

"What motivates me to get things done is ensuring that
ortunities to connect with the environment are available,
helping people to cultivate these connections, and ensuring that
natural resources are responsibly managed and used not just
for humans, but for all of Earth's inhabitants."

--Alex Reiber




