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■General Permit 3-9030 
(stormwater-impaired waters 
not included in MS4 permits): 
annual inspections before June 
15, annual report by Dec. 31

Current Inspection & Maintenance 
Requirements
■General Permits 3-9015 and 3-

9010: annual inspections before 
June 15 and submitted by July 15 
(or July 30 for utilities/municipalities 
with ordinance) 

■General annual inspection report 
form available at Program website–
all permittees must use this form as 
of March 2013

■ VSMM App. D8 has inspection / 
maintenance checklists but their 
use not required
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■ Some degree of 
maintenance usually 
required, but wide variation:

− General requirement in 
permit conditions

− Periodic inspection / 
maintenance explicitly 
required, general guidelines 
provided

− Periodic inspection / 
maintenance explicitly 
required, specific guidance 
plus templates & checklists 
provided

Maintenance & operation strategies in 
other states
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■ Site-specific manual or annotated site plan, including: 

− Contact information for the permit holder / responsible entity

− As-built plans and/or plan showing locations and key components of 
stormwater practices

− Letter of compliance from designer

− Copy of deed covenant, easements/rights-of-way, executed maintenance 
agreement, etc.

− Inspection and maintenance schedule and log

− Practice-specific inspection and maintenance checklists or templates

Common Elements of Inspection / 
Maintenance Plan Requirements
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■ Identifies the party responsible for system upkeep (typically the 
permittee or the property owner)

■Current VT Annual Inspection Report provides a mechanism to report 
changes in ownership, project name, and/or amount of impervious 
surface 

■ Some states (including VT) require that stormwater management 
permits be recorded in land records

■Recommendation: no changes to current requirements

Contact Information
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■ Several states require annotated design plans detailing the location of 
stormwater treatment practices and the associated inspection and 
maintenance needs

■Notes on required inspection & maintenance activities often included 

■ Some states require updates with as-built conditions if constructed 
practices varied from original design

− May not work with VT post-construction permitting process 

■Recommendation: Require submittal, with permit application, of an 
annotated design plan including: 

− Location of stormwater treatment practices 

− Associated inspection and maintenance needs

− Link(s) to appropriate practice inspection / maintenance templates(?)

Annotated (As-Built) Site Plans
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Annotated (As-Built) Site Plan Example



8 VSMM Update Workshop: June 13, 2014

■Requiring post-construction certification - one approach for ensuring 
proposed facilities are properly installed

■ Some states require as-built plans, letters of compliance from 
designers, and/or post-construction documentation to demonstrate 
compliance with maintenance activities

■ VT’s rules require that “the first annual inspection report for a new 
development, redevelopment or expansion shall include a written 
certification by a designer, other than the landowner, stating that the 
stormwater system was installed in accordance with the conditions of 
the general permit and is functioning properly.”

■Recommendation: Add requirement to submit as-builts and an 
updated annotated site plan with first annual inspection report(??)

Letter of Compliance from Designer
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■Copy of deed covenant, easements/rights-of-way, executed 
maintenance agreement, etc. often required as part of an inspection / 
maintenance plan document in other jurisdictions where conserved 
land, undeveloped/forested/riparian buffers, etc. are credited as 
stormwater management practices

■ VTDEC Stormwater Program has indicated a clear preference for 
continuing to rely on permits recorded in land records as sufficiently 
protective of these practices 

■Recommendation: no change to current requirement

Copies of Easements, Rights-of-Way, 
Maintenance Agreements
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■Clear maintenance schedules and tracking logs aid the permit-holder in 
maintaining the stormwater system – and allow the regulatory agency 
to check for permit compliance. 

■ Several states require submittal of a formalized inspection and 
maintenance schedule and maintenance of an on-site logbook to 
document when inspections were performed and what maintenance 
work was completed

■Recommendation: no change to formal schedule established in rule / 
permit requirements…for now.

Inspection and Maintenance Schedule/Log
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■ Inspection form templates ensure effective and consistent inspection 
and evaluation of stormwater control and treatment practices.

■ Vermont, New York, Rhode Island manuals all include (nearly identical) 
standardized inspection templates by BMP class that can easily be 
used on specific sites

− Stormwater Pond/Wetland

− Infiltration Trench

− Permeable Pavement (RI only)

− Sand/Organic Filter

− Bioretention

− Open Channel

Inspection and Maintenance Activity 
Checklists / Templates
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Inspection and Maintenance Activity 
Checklists / Templates – VT Example
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Inspection and Maintenance Activity 
Checklists / Templates – RI Example
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Inspection and Maintenance Activity 
Checklists / Templates – CA Example
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Inspection and Maintenance Activity 
Checklists / Templates – CWP Example

■ http://chesapeakestormwater.
net/2013/04/technical-bulletin-
no-10-bioretention-illustrated-
a-visual-guide-for-
constructing-inspecting-
maintaining-and-verifying-the-
bioretention-practice/
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■Maintain consistency in inspection / 
maintenance requirements across 
permits

■ Keep annual inspection and form 
submittal requirement (fillable PDF or 
web-based)

■Require annotated design plan and 
short narrative for I&M at permit 
application

− Update with first annual inspection?

■ Provide inspection & maintenance 
templates for specific BMP classes 
(fillable PDF and/or Word)

Maintenance and Inspection 
Recommendations - Summary
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Questions / Discussion


