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April 15, 2016
Kevin Burke
Environmental Analyst
Stormwater Program
Agency of Natural Resources
Dear Kevin:
We write today to provide comments on the draft update to the Vermont Stormwater Management Manual (Manual).  We applaud the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) for the proposed updates and the public comment process it is conducting.  However, we think it is important to clarify in the Manual how alternative stormwater management, once known as credits, are managed at high elevation projects.

	Specifically, we propose that persons implementing alternative stormwater management (alternatives) at high elevation should be required to monitor the alternative measures to ensure that they are operating as designed.  In order to provide ANR with surety that monitoring is conducted, a person implementing alternatives at high elevation should be required to report monthly to ANR.  We have attached proposed language requiring monitoring and reporting.

	In addition, we believe that the proposed monitoring and reporting should be required for existing and new high elevation projects using alternatives.  It is our understanding, that some of the existing high elevation projects using alternatives are not required to monitor or report on their effectiveness.  This must change so that ANR, and the State as a whole, are confident that the alternatives are working as designed.

	Again, we applaud ANR for its efforts to update the Manual and consider all public input.  Nevertheless, we believe the Manual could be improved by addition of the proposed language.  If you need further information, please feel free to contact us.
Sincerely,



Rep. David Deen					Rep. James McCullough
Chair							Vice Chair
Committee on Fish, Wildlife &			Committee on Fish, Wildlife &
	Water Resources					Water Resources

2.0 SITE DESIGN AND STORMWATER TREATMENT PRACTICE SIZING CRITERIA PERMIT MANAGEMENT

2.2.2 POST-CONSTRUCTION PERMIT MANAGEMENT

(1)  A person approved to use alternative stormwater management to treat, convey, or manage stormwater runoff from impervious surface located at or above the elevation of 1,500 feet shall:
(A)  monitor the performance of the alternative stormwater management to ensure intended performance; and
(B)  report by the 15th of each month to the Secretary regarding the monitoring and performance of the alternative stormwater management. 
[bookmark: _GoBack](2)  Monitoring and reporting under subsection (A) shall be required for all new stormwater permits issued for all alternative management used at high elevation, including for permits issued prior to July 1, 2016.
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