From: Chelsea Mandigo <Chelsea@essexjunction.org>

Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2016 7:59 AM

To: Burke, Kevin

Cc: Jim Jutras

Subject: VT SW Manual comments Village of Essex Jct
Attachments: VEJ comments VT Stormwater Manual.pdf
Hi Kevin,

Attached are comments in relation to the draft VT Stormwater Manual Vol. 1 provided by the Village of Essex Junction. A hard
copy has been placed in the mail.

-Chelsea

Chelsea Mandigo

Environmental Technician

Village of Essex Junction

2 Lincoln Street, Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-878-6943 x105
chelsea@essexjunction.org
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April 13, 2016

Kevin Burke

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
1 National Life Drive

Montpelier, VT 05620

RE: Village of Essex Junction Comments on the draft Vermont Stormwater Management Manual Vol.1

Dear Mr. Burke,

The Village of Essex Junction (Village) provides the following comments to the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) regarding the draft Vermont Stormwater Management Manual
Volume 1: Stormwater Treatment Standards.

Soil Amendments in Post-Construction Soil Depth and Quality

Biosolids should be considered as an allowable soil amendment under this requirement. The western
Washington guide, which served as a reference for this portion of the manual, allows the use of Class A
exception quality biosolids up to 35% of the soil mixture. The Village supports this practice and believes the
DEC should strongly considering adding it as an option to the Post Construction Soil Depth and Quality

requirement.

Several Water Quality Treatment Facilities in Vermont already produce Class A biosolids making it a product
available for public use. Biosolids contain readily available nutrients including nitrogen and phosphorus in
forms that are easily taken up by plants and released in a control manner unlike commercial fertilizers that
leach nutrients quickly. Post construction soils require more persistent nutrients to boost rapid and
sustained plant growth allowing the soils to stabilize, reducing erosion potential. Biosolids can provide this
valuable nutrient need. It is important to provide a cap in the amount of biosolids used to avoid leaching of
nutrients from the soil. We recommend the same in the western Washington guide (35% biosolids cap).

Thank you for your time and consideration of our comments.

Singerely,

W9

ames L. Jutras
Water Quality Superintendent

S:\ADMIN. GENERAL FILES\2016 Letters\VEJ comments VTSWM VOL 1.docx





