Friends of Wolcott Pond
242 Keeler Pond Road
Wolcott, VT 05680

February 22, 2013

Department of Environmental Conservation
Watershed Management Division

1National Life Drive Main-2

Montpelier, VT 05602-3520

Attention: Leslie Welts

Dear Agency of Natural Resources,

Friends of Wolcott Pond is a non-profit, charitable organization formed under the
laws of the State of Vermont to protect Wolcott Pond and other natural and
scenic resources; to protect the natural, scenic and quiet recreational
resources of Wolcott Pond as well as its watershed, water quality, wildlife
habitat, natural shoreline cover, and surrounding lands while preserving and
enhancing its wilderness-like character; and to serve as an advisor and an
advocate regarding the management and use of Wolcott Pond and the

surrounding lands.

At the annual meeting of Friends of Wolcott Pond in August 2012, the members
Voted unanimously to petition to the Agency of Natural Resources to designate
Wolcott Pond a “Quiet Pond.” The Board subsequently prepared and circulated a
petition to members and others interested in the long-term protection of

Wolcott Pond. Please find the signed petitions attached to this letter. The petitions
contain 157 signatures from Vermont residents, Vermont landowners, and users of

Wolcott Pond.

The petition states:
PETITION TO DESIGNATE WOLCOTT POND A “QUIET POND”

WE the undersigned petition The Vermont Agency of
Natural Resources, the Water Resources Panel and the
Town of Wolcott to approve the designation of Wolcott Pond
as a quiet pond for the benefit of its recreation users with the
inclusion of a single change in the rules, that is, the
elimination of the use of internal combustion engines on the
pond.




Wolcott Pond is an 86-acre pond in the Town of Wolcott with a public access. The
pond has a 5-mile speed limit but is currently open to use by internal combustion
engines. Each year the number of quiet users of the pond has increased. Many
individuals and groups come to Wolcott Pond to kayak and canoe. In recent years
the number of fishing boats using electric motors rather than internal combustion
engines has increased dramatically. The cost of electric motors is no longer an
obstacle to Vermonters who want to fish by boat. The 5 mile speed limit should
discourage the use of higher speed boating, but since the signage is small and only
posted on a bulletin board at the public landing, there are always some boaters who
violate the speed limit using internal combustion boats. They not only disturb the
quiet nature of the pond, but also produce pollution and a safety hazard to those
who swim in the pond. The pond is used regularly for swimming either from the
private camps or from boaters.

Wolcott Pond is unusual for its wilderness nature. There are only 5 private camps
on the pond (only 4 are visible from the water). Four of the five camps are primitive:
they have no running water or electricity. The fifth is a large camp with a
composting toilet and generator. They are all seasonal camps and not year round
homes. Thus, visitors using the pond are seldom subjected to urban noise such as
lawn mowers or to electric light pollution.

This makes Wolcott Pond especially attractive to those seeking quiet enjoyment of a
wilderness pond where they can fish quietly or watch wildlife. A 15 to 30 minute
paddle in canoes, kayaks or rowboats can reach any point on the pond. A loon pair
has nested on the pond every year since 1989, and in most years the loons have
raised one or two chicks. Other regular wildlife sightings include various members
of the duck family, deer and occasional moose.

There are other ponds in the vicinity including Lake Elmore, Lake Eligo, and Caspian
Lake that are more appropriate for motor boats and higher speed boating, so that
closing Wolcott Pond to internal combustion engines will not close off available
recreation to those who seek to use internal combustion powered boats.

Please schedule a hearing on this petition in July or August 2013. Please correspond
with us by email or telephone to Jan Roy, President 802 888 4803.

Respectfully submitted,

AR ( 0u

Jan Ro President
On behalf of the Board oi_w
Friends of Wolcott Pond
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PETITION TO DESIGNATE WOLCOTT POND A “QUIET POND”

WE the undersigned petition The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, the Water Resources Panel
and the Town of Wolcott to approve the designation of Wolcott Pond as a quiet pond for the benefit of
its recreation users with the inclusion of a single change in the rules, that is, the elimination of the use of
internal combustion engines on the pond.
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PETITION TO DESIGNATE WOLCOTT POND A “QUIET POND”

WE the undersigned petition The Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, the Water Resources Panel
and the Town of Wolcott to approve the designation of Wolcott Pond as a quiet pond for the benefit of
its recreation users with the inclusion of a single change in the rules, that is, the elimination of the use of

internal combustion engines on the pond.
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PETITION TO DESIGNATE WOLCOTT POND A “QUIET POND”

WE the undersigned petition The Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources, the Water Resources Panel and the Town of Wolcott to
approve the designation of Wolcott Pond as a quiet pond for the
benefit of its recreation users with the inclusion of a single change in
the rules, that is, the elimination of the use of internal combustion
engines on the pond.

Name
(printed)
Signature

under name
wWilliaw T Morea o

M&%)?”mm

Address
(Town, State,
Zipcode)

é‘:‘e ﬁ:: Gl

Email
(to notify you
of hearing
dates)

wWmor(itn @

l'l\'flifrn'n'f- ne.‘h )

' Phone
Landline/
mobile

g02 ~ BOC-26388

Date
mo/day/year

9/12 /¢ >




PETITION TO DESIGNATE WOLCOTT POND A “QUIET POND”

T

11+ttt WE the undersigned petition The Vermont Agency of
Natural Resources, the Water Resources Panel and the Town of
Wolcott to approve the designation of Wolcott Pond as a quiet pond
for the benefit of its recreation users with the inclusion of a single
change in the rules, that is, the elimination of the use of internal
combustion engines on the pond.

Name (printed)

Signature under name

~ Address
(Town, State, Zipcode)

Email
(to notify you of
hearing dates) N
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PETITION to the}VERMONT WATER RESOURCES PANEL

and TOWN OF WOLCOTT

T

1ttt WE the undersigned petition the Water Resources
Panel and the Town of Wolcott to approve the designation of Wolcott
Pond as a quiet pond for the benefit of its recreation users with the
inclusion of a single change in the rules, that is, the elimination of the
use of internal combustion engines on the pond.

Name (printed)
Signature under name

Address
(Town, State, Zipcode)

Email -
(to notify you of
hearing dates)
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