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Human Health Criteria 





National Recommended Water Quality Criteria: 2002 
Human Health Criteria Calculation Matrix 
 
 
This document contains information regarding the calculation of the human 
health criteria contained in the document entitled, National Recommended 
Water Quality Criteria: 2002.  
 
This document provides: cancer potency factors (q1*s); reference doses (RfDs); 
relative source contributions (RSCs); fish intake values; and equations used to 
derive the human health criteria in the aforementioned compilation.  
 
This document is not a regulation and cannot substitute for the Clean Water 
Act or Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations. Thus, the criteria in 
the calculation matrix cannot impose legally binding requirements on EPA, 
states, authorized tribes or the regulated community.  









This fish tissue residue criterion for methylmercury is used for 
the purpose of determination of attainment pursuant to these 
Standards. Fish consumption advisory guidance for mercury in 
fish taken from the waters of Vermont is developed by the 
Vermont Department of Health and is available on their website. 

Methylmercury Fish Tissue Criterion – 
Footnote (proposed) 

















Management Implications of proposed 
changes in Appendix C 

• Appendix C used in implementing a number of 
environmental programs. 

• NPDES: Industrial  & Municipal discharge 
permits (wastewater, stormwater, CSOs) 

• Waste Management Division – remediation of 
contaminated sites (clean-up values) 

• Impaired waters list with subsequent need for 
TMDL? (chloride criteria) 



PCB Footnote: 
 
 This criterion applies to total PCBs, (e.g., the sum of all 
congener or all isomer or homolog or Aroclor analyses.) 


