
S t a t e  of  Vermont 
Water Resources Board 

P e t i t i o n  t o  Regulate t h e  
Jse  of  t h e  Publ ic  Waters 
~f Black Pond 
rown of  Hubbardton, Vermont 

1 0  V.S.A. S1424 

In t roduc t ion  

On May 13,  1985, a p e t i t i o n  s igned by 10 o r  more freemen w a s  
f i l e d  w i th  t h e  Water Resources Board i n  accordance wi th  t h e  
?revisions of  10 V.S.A. S1424. The p e t i t i o n  reques ted  t h e  Board 
to adopt  a r u l e  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  use  of  i n t e r n a l  combustion 
zngines on Black Pond loca t ed  i n  t h e  Town of  Hubbardton, Vermont. 
rhe Board appointed i t s  Executive Off icer ,  William A. B a r t l e t t ,  
3 s  a r e f e r e e  t o  conduct a p u b l i c  hear ing  i n  response t o  t h i s  
? e t i t i o n  on i t s - b e h a l f .  

On May 27, 1985, t h e  hear ing  r e f e r e e  gave n o t i c e  of  a p u b l i c  
Tearing scheduled f o r  June 24, 1985, a t  Hubbardton, Vermont. The 
? u b l i c  hear ing  was he ld  i n  accordance w i t h  t h a t  n o t i c e  and on 
June 25, 1985 t h e  r e f e r e e  i s sued  Prel iminary Findings  of  Fac t .  
4nyone wi th  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  w a s  g iven u n t i l  J u l y  15,  
1985 t o  f i l e  w r i t t e n  comments. 

A t  i t s  meeting on J u l y  24, 1985 t h e  Board reviewed i t s  
record i n  t h i s  mat te r .  

F ind inas  

1. The Board adopts  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  t h e  Prel iminary Findings  
o f  Fac t  regard ing  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  i s s u e d  by i t s  hear ing  
referee on June 25, 1985. 

2 .  The use  of  v e s s e l s  p rope l l ed  by i n t e r n a l  combustion engines  
i s  n o t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  normal u se  of Black Pond. 

3 .  The occas iona l  o r  r e g u l a r  u s e  of v e s s e l s  p rope l l ed  by 
i n t e r n a l  combustion engines  on Black Pond would i n t e r f e r e  
w i th  t h e  Pond's normal u ses  and would prevent  t hose  u ses  
from being enjoyed i n  a reasonable  manner. 

Decision 

A f t e r  reviewing t h e  hear ing  r e f e r e e ' s  p re l iminary  f i n d i n g s  
~f f a c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  correspondence submit ted bo th  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
? u b l i c  hear ing  on June 24, 1985, and i n  response t o  t h o s e  
f ind ings ,  t h e  Water Resources Board has  decided t o  propose f o r  
ldopt ion ,  i n  accordance wi th  t h e  Vermont Adminis t ra t ive  
?rocedures  A c t  ( 3  V.S.A., Chapter 251, t h e  fol lowing r u l e s  
r egu la t ing  t h e  u se  of t h e  p u b l i c  wate rs  of  Black Pond: 



Rule 1: The operat ion of v e s s e l s  powered by an i n t e r n a l  
combustion motor i s  prohibi ted.  

Rule 2: Vessels operated by agencies of t h e  S t a t e  of Vermont 
s h a l l  comply with Rule #1 a t  a l l  t imes,  except i n  cases  
where law enforcement, emergencies o r  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  r equ i res  otherwise.  

s+ 
Done t h i s  r* day of $&, 1985, a t  Burlington, 

Vermont. 

For t h e  Water Resources Board 

Catharine B. Rachlin, Chairman 

Board members i n  favor 
of t h i s  decis ion:  

Catharine B. Rachlin, Chairman 
Gary W. Moore 
Kathleen A. Scheele 
William Boyd Davies 

Board member no t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

William Countryman 


