
STATE O F  VERMONT 

WATER RESOURCES BOARD 
MONTPELIER. VERMONT 05602 

(802)  828-2871 

December 6 ,  1983 

North Hero Board o f  Selectmen 
P. 0. Box 38 
North Hero, VT 05474 

RE: P e t i t i o n  t o  Regula te  
Boat Moorings 

Dear S i r s :  

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  October 11 th  
meeting i n  South Bur l ing ton ,  t h e  Water Resources Board ha s  
dec ided  n o t  t o  i n i t i a t e  rulemaking i n  response  t o  t h e  Town's 
p e t i t i o n  concerning t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of  b o a t  moorings. Some 
of t h e  a c t i o n s  r eques t ed  by t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  such a s  t h e  
requ i rement  t h a t  a l l  pumpout s t a t i o n s  main ta in  r e c o r d s ,  a r e  
c l e a r l y  beyond t h e  a u t h o r i t y  g iven  t h e  Board i n  10 V.S.A., 
S1424. The Board f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  need f o r  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  t h e  remaining proposed r e g u l a t i o n s  i s  unc l ea r .  The Board 
i s  concerned t h a t  such r e g u l a t i o n s  might  prove i n e q u i t a b l e  
o r  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  t o  t h o s e  u s e r s  o f  Lake Champlain who would 
be  a f f e c t e d .  

The Board s h a r e s  your concern t h a t  t h e  wate r  q u a l i t y  of 
Lake Champlain i n  g e n e r a l ,  and P e l o t s  Bay i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  be  
p r o t e c t e d .  However, i n  o r d e r  t o  adop t  r e g u l a t i o n s  toward 
t h a t  end,  t h e  Town needs  t o  o f f e r  a p roposa l  t h a t  bo th  
c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e s ,  and e f f e c t i v e l y  a d d r e s s e s ,  one o r  more 
s p e c i f i c  wa t e r  q u a l i t y  i s s u e s  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  of  t h e  
l a k e  t o  which t h e  i s s u e s  app ly .  The manner i n  which t h e s e  
s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  a r e  addressed  must app ly  uniformly t o  
everyone t h a t  i s  a f f e c t e d  - l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  and t r a n s i t  
b o a t e r  a l i k e !  

F i n a l l y  t h e  Board would remind y o r t h a t  t h e  Lake 
Champlain C o m m i t t e e  ha s  expressed  an i n t e r e s t  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  
t h e  i s s u e s  which prompted your p e t i t i o n .  W e  would encourage 
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the Town to consider discussing its concerns with the 
Conunittee in order to gain the benefit of their expertise, 
assistance and lake-wide perspective. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah J. ~Ysco 
Chairman 

cc Lake Champlain Committee, c/o Anne Baker, Executive Secretary 
Agency of Environmental Conservation, c/o Secretary Whittaker 
Department of Water Resources, c/o John Ponsetto, Commissioner 


