
STATE OF VERMONT 

WATER RESOURCES BOARD 
- -. - 

IN RE REGmdTING TEE USE 1 
OF TIE PUBLIC WATERS OF ) ' HeaRIIG IN RESPONSE 
S ~ V E R  LAKE - 'MZIN @ ) TO A FORMAL PETITION 
BARlSABD ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

2 

I n  qccordance with T i t l e  10, V.S.A., Section 1103, a public hearing 

m s  held by order of t h e  Water Rasarrcee Bollrd i n  rerponse t o  a formal 

pe t i t ion ,  f o r  the  purpose of regula t ing the  use of the  public ua t e r s  of 

S i lve r  U k e .  This  hearing was held i n  the  Tam IU l l  i n  t h e  Team of b r r tu rd ,  

Vsnront a t  10:OO a.m., Eartern Daylight Saving Ti# ,  an August 18.  1971. 

The hearing u r m  held before the  f u l l  Board. Martin L. Johneon, 

Comirr ionar  of Water Rarources, and Edund V. Botkcvicz, Shoreland Zoning 

Engineer ware prarent  ' a d  t a r t i f i e d  on behalf of t he  S t a t e  of Vermmt. Rank 

G. Mhady, state'.- Attormy,  war prarent  and t e r t i f i e d  on behalf of the  

pe t i t ioners ,  Selectmen W i l l i a m  ISdmnde and John Stewart -re present and 

appeared on bmhalf of the  Town of B 8 r s r d .  I tcprasenut ive  Jams E. Paul ,  

D f r t r i a t  #a, vlrr prerent  and geve tomtirooy on behalf of  Mmtr ic t  424. David 

SJullhlin uu prorant  rad  t e r t i f i e d  on behalf of the Ott#rquech.e C a a i r s i o n .  

3dm LUU!artar, C&-n of the I k r m r d  Planning C#rLrrioa, w88 prorent and 

t a r t i f i e d  on behalf of the planning c o u i r a i o u .  ~ o h a  E. Ibper. Lola Sarnoff, 

Do-ld E. Gordon, Etobort Uitfguy, Richard Lnrarence, ?ranees C. Kulp, Ler te r  

Grant, Robert L. Ihrmor and Bruce Bram, were promsnt and t a r t i f i d  on their 

ow behalf. 



Rtidence i n  the forr of tertimony and a h i b i t m  p e r t a i n i m  t o  .regulating I ,  
the  public #tern of S i l ve r  l ake  -re received a t  tk hea r iw .  A record of I 
the proceedisgr mr u d e  by tape recorder. The Board did  not requ i re  that any 

of the t a r t i r ony  or evidence prerented a t  t he  h u r i n g  be given under o r th ;  I 
the re  was no request  by anyone p ramn t  a t  the hearing that teat immy prerentmd 

be under o r t h  a d  no person or party prermnt objected t o  t he  r ece ip t  of tarti- 

mony or evidaace uhich war not under oath. A l l  t e r t i r n r y  a d  evidence received 

I n  ~ m r i d e r a t i m  of the  tent-ay a d  exhib i t s  introduced a t  t h e  hearing. 

t he  Board, being au th0r i .d  u provided In 10 V.S.A., Section 1103, to hear 

and determine ell utmrlal per t inant  t o  t h e  making and p r o m l e t f a g  of r u l e s  I 
t o  regu la te  the  ure  of the public mtars of S i l ve r  Lake, u k -  ttsc following I 

1. That  S i l v e r  Lake is a n8tut. l  lake and public water. of the I 
S t a t e  of Vermont. I 

2. That the  na tu ra l  l ake  level h s  been raised and is control led  I 
by t h e  o u t l e t  rtructure crward by t he  Dep8rt-t of W a t a  

Ruburcer .  The m u r  lave1 i o  1307.5 feet a h  mean ur 

level rrd the u i n t e ~  level .b 1306.0. 

3. That Silver Lake i a  l o a a t d  .in the T a n  of Barrurd, County 

of W b d m o r  . 
4. That a hurtrq to conrtdmr r r y l a t l a g  the su r f ace  vsterr af 

Si lve r  Uke war held i n  the Barnard Taron Bell  on August 18, 

1971. 

5. Motice of the haarirrg usa by w i l e d  a n a a r a c r n n t  ment to the 

pa t i t i one r r ,  Smlectmen, c e r t a i n  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l r ,  and t o  a t k  



indivLdulr kaam to  h v e  an interart. A l l  aoticer were a0 

diracred mad mpprovrrd by the Board (Exhibit 1). 

6 .  That the Department of Water Rerources prepard m report 

on HRe8ulating the Ure of the Surface Watare of SLlver 

hke". (xachibit 3) 

7. That Silver Lake is approximately 98 icras i n  surface area, 

of uhich apprmiutr ly  45 acres are uub le  for high awed 

-lotar boat operation and water rkiiag. 
d 

8. Thrt Silver Uke b e  both State and private Sviaring arear. 

.9. Th.t Silver Lake has no public boat l a ~ c h l n g  accero. 

10. That 8 i lve rUke  k.0 a maximum depth of 30 feet and i s  fad 

by trr, major inlet.  

11. 2hat the water. of Silver Inka are u u d  primarily for 

recreational purporer. 

12. That bank rrorion b a  taken place along the rhoreline. 

13. That them bars bean no accidents betveen swhmrs and 

pamr boats en Silver Lake. 

14. That t h e  b e  ken gar and o i l  *p i l l s  a t  the outlet end 

of the 1-0 

15. That -tilatad demd f i rh  b m  b..n found. 

16. That =tor ski* &c barn .@morally conducted i n  a counter- 

c l o c h r i ~  dlroctim. 

17. That there are on Silver Uka ,  5 or 6 boats tbt have 

rotors in excers of 25 H.P, 

18. T ' t  uptar rkiing ie  nw $enerally conducted bemen the 

houra of 10 a.m. and 6 pear. 



I. I n  accordance with 10 V,S.A,, Sectloa 1103, the V-t Mtar 

l h o e u r c ~ s  Borrd has j u r l a d i c t i m  and u y  astmblioh nrl.rr to -late thr 

public waters m u d  public ~ h o r e l i n e s  of the  State.  

2. The wetars of S i lver  Lake are public rwtera. 

3, La order t o  m e  tbe public rclrtors and public mhorrllnar of 

Silver  L d e  so  tha t  v a r W  rurr may be enjoyad Ln a ru8anable  u n w r  

i n  the  beet i n t e r e s t s  of a l l  the  c i t i r e n s  of the Sta te ,  the regulation 

of motorboats using S i tvs r  Lake far weter skiing and other uses is 

aeceerary, a6 s a t  for th  i n  10 V,S,A., Section 1103. 

Interested par t ies  are hereby allowed t h i r t y  (30) days t o  f i l e  mtLollr 

ud t o  f i l e  requests for fur ther  findings. 
44 

Dated a t  Montpelier, Vermont. t h i s  23 day of ~ p p m h 2 -  . 1971 

VEEnom WATER RBsomCEs BOARD 

)LC, 

/-&* 
Ualton S. E l l i o t t ,  Member 


