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State of Vermont
PERMIT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

LAKE SHORELAND PERMIT

SUMMARY
DESCRIPTION
OF PERMIT

EXAMPLE NON
REGULATED
ACTIVITIES

Any project that involves creation of new cleared area or impervious surface
within 250 feet of the mean water level of a lake that is greater than 10 acres in
surface area requires either a shoreland registration or permit. Activities that
may commonly require a registration or permit include development or
redevelopment of a house and clearing of vegetated areas for a lawn, recreation
area, or for any other purpose. The mean water level of a lake or pond is
defined as the mean summer water level elevation during the period between
June 1 and September 15.

The landowner must register: (1) the creation of no more than 100 square feet
of impervious surface or cleared area at least 25 feet from mean water level,
and (2) the creation of no more than 500 square feet of impervious surface or
cleared area at least 100 feet from mean water level.

Creation of new cleared area or impervious surface that does not qualify for a
registration will require a permit.

The following activities do not require a shoreland permit:

¢ Maintenance, but not expansion, of lawns, gardens, landscaped areas,
and beaches in existence on July 1, 2014

¢ Removal of 250 square feet of vegetation under three feet in height at
least 25 feet from the mean water level as long as the leaf litter and duff
layer are not removed

e Creation of one six foot wide footpath to mean water level

e Construction within the impervious surface footprint in existence July 1,
2014

¢ Silvicultural activities in compliance with an approved forest
management plan and accepted management practices

e Agricultural activities on land in agricultural production as of July 1, 2014
that comply with adopted agricultural water quality rules (e.g., accepted
agricultural practices, best management practices, medium and small
farm operation, and large farm operation)

¢ Maintenance, emergency repair, repair, and replacement of
transportation infrastructure, including private roads

¢ Railroad activities

¢ Creation/expansion of impervious surface or cleared area on a parcel
intersected by a public highway, as long as the creation/expansion
occurs on the side of the highway away from the mean water level

¢ Installation, maintenance, repair, or replacement of a wastewater system
or potable water supply

e Discharges of stormwater and stormwater treatment facilities

e Utility projects and lines requiring a certificate of public good under
Section 248, including repair, maintenance, and vegetation maintenance
in accordance with an approved vegetation management plan

e Projects that have received an Act 250 permit
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e Projects in designated downtowns and village centers and certain urban
and industrial redevelopment
¢ Mosquito control using approved practices or activities

A completed application form is required, accompanied by payment of the
requisite fee. The scope and detail of the information required depends on the
specific nature of the project being proposed. Shoreland Permitting should be
contacted if there are questions regarding the level of detail required within an
application for a specific project or the associated fees.

http://www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov/permits/htm/pm shoreland.htm

The one-time fee for a project registration is $100. The one-time fee for a
project permit is $125 in addition to $0.50 per square foot of new impervious
surface. Approved registrations and permits are effective for an indefinite term
and are recorded in the land records of the municipality in which the impervious
surface or cleared area is located.

The processing period for a complete registration is 15 days. The processing
period for a complete permit application is approximately 40 days. Complex or
controversial projects may take longer to process.

AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
WATERSHED MANAGMENT DIVISION

CONTACT: Lake Encroachment & Shoreland Permitting
ANR.WSMDShoreland@vermont.gov
Phone: 802-828-1535

ADDRESS: 1 National Life Drive, Main 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3522

10 VSA Chapter 49A: Lake Shoreland Protection Standards

Effective July 1, 2014, within 30 days of the date of an act or decision, any
person aggrieved by an act or decision of the secretary, or any party by right,
may appeal to the environmental court in accordance with the provisions of
10 VSA Chapter 220.

Some projects may require a permit from the Vermont Lake Encroachment
Permitting. A Vermont Wetlands Permit may be required from the Watershed

Management Division if wetlands or their buffers are involved.

Contact a Permit Specialist for a Project Review Sheet.
http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/ead/pa/index.htm
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