of the Bluest

Conservation_ Commissions

Help Protect Our Water Resources

... ByVirginia Rasch Executive Ditector of
Assocmtlon of Vermont Conservation Commissions

One of Vermont's most important natural
esources is its water, whether it is water flowing in a

eain toa nearby pond, water in a river winding its way
o Lake Champlain, water in our wetlands, or cool, clear
| 4 roundwater. Local conservation commissions can help
) ; yita esidents to appreciate their water resources and
. B -ontril nderstand their role of stewardship.
_ A conservation ‘commission is a municipal
% commission with three to nine members who have either
.. volunteered or have been appointed by the town’s select
" "chaﬁge‘s' ‘in.* board. The major goal of a conservation commission is
ors or competitors . . to promote community responsibility for its natural
natural population resoprces.

; _ ‘ According to state law, a conservation

ns and scientists in . commission can assist the planning commission with

7 state with missing natural resSurce issues; make an inventory of the town’s
“leg zed bbed together, and - natural, historic, and cultural resources; receive gifts of

" land for conservation purposes; and encourage the

See “Conservation” page 2
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ark on an undevelbped lakeshore. Although Beattie started as a Lay Monitor before the conservation commission was
forthed, he believes conse:vation commissions can play an important role by finding volunteers to serve as Lay Monitors
flfor 1ékes in their towns.
r Q _ Susan 'Warren, an aquatic biologist with the VIDEC Lake and Watershed Protectlon Program, encourages
' 1a]:e associations to expand their scope of interest into the watershed as a whole. Warren believes that a conservation
- ".commission would be a perfect vehicle for teaming up with a lake association to do watershed activities. In addition, a
i -conservation commission can be the critical link to town government that many lake associations need. :
B These are just a few examples of how conservation commissions can help protect Vermont’s water resources,
which are critical to our health, our economy, our recreational pursuits, and the beauty of our state. But conservation
commissions also work to conserve other natural resources, including farms, wildlife, and forests. Some conservation -
commissions also work to protect historic and cultural resources in their communities. Each commission tailors its
projects to the specific needs and interests of its town. _
Currently, 69 Vermont towns have established conservation commissions or similar committees. A town votes
to establish a conservation commission at a warned meeting such as Town Meeting Day. :
It only takes one energetic person to establish a conservation commission. If you would like more information,
including a fact sheet and a newsletter, contact Virginia Rasch, Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions,

HC 32 Box 36, Adamant, VT 05640, 802-223-5527, E-mail ilovermont@aol.com.
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Project WET Joins SWEEP! ——

Project WET (Water Education for Teach-
ers) is a kindergarten through twelfth grade, interdis-
.~ ciplinary, hands-on curriculum that focuses on
water. Initiated by the Lakes and Ponds Section,
the Department of Environmental Conservation
: sponsored Project WET in the spring of 1995 to
~ strengthen its water resources management by offer-
{ © . ing a coordinated waterrelated educational program.
3 Recently, Project WET joined SWEEP, the
StateWide Environmental Education Programs, a coalition
of organizations and individuals promoting environmental education in Vermont, who have been working together
since 1975. SWEEP’s purpose is to foster environmental appreciation and understanding to enable people to make
responsible decisions affecting the environment. SWEEP produces a newsletter three times a year and an annual
directory that lists all their members, including services offered to teachers, students, and the general public. SWEEP
also holds “salons,” environmentally-related discussions; semi-annual member meetings; and an overnight annual
‘retreat. For more information about SWEEP contact Susan Clark, 9 Bailey Ave., Montpelier, VT 05602, tel #
'802;223<5824. And for more information about Project WET, please call Amy Picotte at the Lakes and Ponds Section.’
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Frogs (continued from pagc 1)

At this time, there is no sc1ent1ﬁc data supporting a lmlc Alburg VT, Three sit
between frog and human health, ‘but there is also’ no i S

convincing data whlch ehmmates thls concem

issisquoi Wildlife '>

Refuge

Isle LaMotte , - Carry Bay, North Hero

St. Albans Bay, Hathaway
Point, and Kill Kare St. Park

Porter Point, Colchester

;" "Winooski River

Otter Creek, Fort Cassin

Poultney River §

have not been ldentl . Wildlife Service, the US Environmental Protection

" suspect toxic heavy metals ana ;pestlctdes bmldmg up i in’ Agency, Middlebury College, and private organizations.
aquatic food chains, plus -ai llutlcm. Other researchets - For more national information about the frog

believe that increased ultmmolet ‘radiation’ may be Adeformmes you can visit the North American Amphibian

affecting the frogs' eggs, which. ﬂoat on the: surface of the Momtonng Program (NAAMP) at the web site: http://

water, absorbing sunlight: There ‘may be several factors“"ww im.nbs.gov/naamp3, or the Minnesota New

acting in combmatlon w}uch result in. abnonﬁ:ﬂ. 'Country School Frog Project at the web site http://
development. ° " “www.mncs.k12.mn.us/frog/frog html.

Additional faunal survey and site characterization ~~ To report any deformities in amphibians or
activities are being planned for the 1997 field season, other wildlife species in Vermont, please contact Mark
including a field investigation to examine the occurrence Ferguson, Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife, at
and the extent of deformed frogs. These surveys will be  802-241-3700, or Rick Levey, Vermont Department of gk

* conducted in Vermont by the VTANR, the US Fish and Environmental Conservation, at 802-244-4520. ' 0
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established during 1996 to enhance lake
'mtectmn efforts in Vermont by increasing communica-
between VIDEC and lake associations and amongst
‘¢ associations. This committee of more than a dozen
ple from lakes all over the state has met three times,
ely and informative discussions have ensued. The
held its third meeting April 11 to discuss how to
mote exchange of lake protection information and
ideas between lake assocnatlons in Vermont. Many ideas
were suggested mcludmg

Lake Protection Advisory Committee

e Protection Advisory Committee

A “lake protection malhng hst of about 130 people
has been established for use in disseminating informa-
‘tion about such activities as the LPAC, conferences
and workshops, grant sources such as the Watershed
Fund (see page 16), and other special announcements.
If you wish to be included on this mailing list, please
contact Susan Warren at the Lakes and Ponds Section.

#local or state “Lake Day(s)” to celebrate a particular
lake, or all lakes statewide
#dissemination of the results of the Lake Protection
Survey conducted during the winter of 1997
#use of public access cable TV channels
#shared or linked lake websites
#statewide conference of lake protection
#sharing of newsletters amongst lake associations
The committee decided to plan a state wide Lake
Day/Week for the summer of 1998, and hopefully pro-
mote it as an annual event. The Committee will meet
next in June 27, 1:30 to 4:30 in Waterbury to begin
planning this event and discuss other ideas. (A second
meeting is scheduled for August 22.) Anyone is welcome
to join the effort, please contact Susan Warren at the
Lakes and Ponds Section for directions if you wish to
attend these meetings.A “lake protection mailing list” of

Fauna = animals found in a certain region

“‘Cqmpbsa'ng = a natural aééotﬁpositidn process where beneficial soil organisms transform plant and animal wastes
into a nutrientrich and biologically active component of soil

Rhizome = an underground stem producing new plant shoots and roots

OUT OF THE BLUE, Spring/Summer 1997 No. 14




 three identified as'a highest priority.

gin the 1mp1ementat10n of  key pieces
_ from Opportumues For Action, the com-
‘prehensive management plan for the Lake

Program and signed by the governors of .
Vermont and New York Of the many issues
addressed in Oppbrtuﬁities For Action, the man-

ANS Management Plan will stay within the i intent -

tized under the Natumﬂ Invasive Species Act of 1996

A mmdvgenaus ‘iuatu: Nuisance
cies (ANS) Management Plan will be-

Champlain Basin. The plan was recently
completed by the Lake Champlam Basin

agement of aquatic nuisance species was one of

The Lake Champlain Basin Nom‘ndlgenous _ I

of Opportumtlcs Fo'r Actwn but wxll be structured
in such a way a8 to allow for its submittal to the ..

national Aquatic Nulsance Species Task Force for . : R

approval and fundmg ‘The Task Force is. autho-
(NISA) to accept, approve, and provxde fundmg for .

state-and interstate ANS management plans NISA
has authonzed stgmﬁmnt annual appropnanons

Michael Hauset, NVTDEC Zebra Mussel Educa-

tion and Outreach Specialist, was recently appointed by

the Lake Champlain Basin Program (LCBP) to be its
representative on the National Aquanc Nulsance Species
(ANS) Task Force.” .- -

The ANS Task Force was mandated by the Non-
indigenous Aquatic. Nuisance Species Prevention and
Control Act of 1990, and was recently reauthorized and
amended by the Nonnative Invasive Species Act of 1996
(collectively called the Act). The Act basically charges the
ANS Task Force with overseeing the implementation of
the provisions laid out in the Act which focuses on two
main areas: 1) prevennon of unintentional introductions
of nomndtgenous aquanc speaes and 2) Pprevention and

Lakes and Ponds Staff Member Appomted to the Natlonal ANS Task Force

for the funding of such
management plans. Of
course, the appro-
priations are not
guaranteed, but Task
Force members are op-
timistic that ANS pro
grams will fare well in the
current congressional atmo-
sphere.

To date, the Task Force
has approved management plans
from the states of New York,
Michigan, and Ohio. The Lake
Champlain Basin Nonindigenous
ANS Management Plan is sched-
uled to be completed in the fall of
1997 and will likely be one of the
first interstate plans to be submit-
ted to the Task Force. The Plan
will be consistent with New

- York’s existing plan and will help
" to intensify ANS management ef
. forts within the Lake Champlain
Basm. A state wide plan for Ver-
. mont’ will likely follow on the
: heels of the basin Plan.
- For more information,
#7007 contact Michael Hauser at the
SIS Lakes and Ponds Section.

control of aquatic nuisance species dispersal. This Act is
one of the most comprehensive efforts to date addressing
aquatic nuisance species on a national scale.

A LCBP appointed representative to the Na-

tional ANS Task Force will benefit the region in a

number of ways including: an in-depth understanding of
the Act and its implications for the region; increased
national exposure on ANS issues; access to authorities
and researchers working in the ANS field; and direct
input on national policy.

Michael’s appointment has broad, positive im-
plications for aquatic nuisance species issues that we face
in this region. It also says a lot about Michael’s expertise
in this area and his commitment to this problem.
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ater Chestnut Composting Demonstration Project Underway This Summer ——

1 ake Champlain Basin Program recently awarded a
mentation grant to the Otter Creek Natural Re-
onservation District in partnership with the VIDEC
ddison County Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
’ nduct a compostmg demonsttatlon prolect w1th ‘water

The prolect w1ll seek to demonstrate the potentlal
ntal and economlc beneﬁts of composting harvested
chestnut, an invasive nonnative, annual aquatic plant
“infested Lake Champlam for at least 50 years. The
has been involved in mechamcal removal of water
-om Lake Champlain since the early 1980s. Harvested
tnut plants are transported to and dumped at ap-
sland sites in Vermont. In 1996, 2,328 cubic yards of
estnut plants were harvested and land applied.. -

The composnng demonstration project will evaluate
compostmg as an alternative disposal method for har-
plants. The Champlain Valley Compost Company of
on’ iivill provide technical support and custom compost
rvices for the project. Three farms are expected to
demonstratlon sites for composting. A variety of com-
t :tmxmg methods and lngredlents will be evaluated at these
Small ‘control ptles cont:unmg only water chestnut spoils

lated to get underway in
roject collabora" ors’ hope
mpleté evaluation of the pro-
“November of 1997. For -
information about the
tponsttatlon‘ project, .contact
3ove at the Lakes and Ponds "

“chestnut”
,;(actual uze) ‘

abits and the abthty, (o) form extenswe sutfa' ‘ mam, lnfestatlons of this exotic aquatic plant can restrict
tional and commerctal uses of the waters it invades. Wata chestnut monocultures choke out native aquatic plant
munities and negatively impact fish and wildlife. -
The Lakes and Ponds Section will holdhands on training workshops this summer to teach individuals how to
tlfy and search for water chestnut in water bodies they frequent. If newly established populations of this plant can
ind early, immediate inexpensive control methods can be implemented to prevent water chestnut from becoming
uatic nuisance. Contact Ann Bove at the Lakes and Ponds Section if you are interested in pamclpanng in a water
workshop Workshop dates and locatlons have yet to be determmed




Get Ready for the 1997 Dip-In!

The 1997 Great American Secchi Dip-In is
scheduled for June 27 through July 13. During
this time Vermont’s Lay Monitors, ‘already com-
mitted to taking weekly Secchi disc readings
from the lake they monitor, are asked to partic
ipate in this national Secchi water clarity event.

Bob Carlson, National Secchi Dip-In Coordi-
nator frdﬁ# Kent State University in Ohio, ex-
plains that the data collected from this event is
important, but of almost equal importance is that
the event brings national attention to volunteer
monitoring.  The Secchi DipIn produces a snap-
shot of water transparency across North America,

helps monitor national and regional water quality trends, and proves that volunteers can make a difference in helping
to monitor the environment. Results from the 1996 Great American Secchi DipIn are shown in the table below.
Thanks to everyone who participated in 1996, and remember to mark your calendars now for the 1997 Dip-In!

Results from the 1996 Great American Secchi Dip-In

Secchi depth recorded in meters
State | # of Participants | Ave, | Min. | Max. | | State | # of Participants | Ave. | Min. | Max.
N S [ 10 | 02 | 18 | ¥ 17 14 | 01 | 88
AZ 1 | o1 ] o1 0.1 | . ND. 1 0.3 0.3 0.3 @
BC 6 . 74. ] 32 | 108 NE 25 07 | .01 | 33
cT - 7 |19 |07 | 45 - |m 87 51 | 11 | 10.8
| R 6 | 09 | .04 | 23 N 33 1.1 0.4 7.0
GA 66 | 18 | 01 | 42 [ . | 58 36 | 09 | 70
| = 3. |os{os| 10| W 82 23 | 02 | 71
. 70+ .- |13 ] 03 | 43 . - 50 1.1 0.2 6.1
IR a5 123 02 66 : 19 0.9 0.1 3.1
8 S8t 090 027 13 C 134 | 27 | 04 | 87
XY IR B 4 04 |- 04 1.4 | 14 | 14
w1 fLoe o3 | 15 3 21 | 10 | 34
MA 6 - .| 27 | o5 | 109 |. 24 24 | 06 | 5.0
MD - 8 08 | 04 | 1.1 15 1 29 | 1.7 | 66
ME 121 | 59 | 01 | 146 8 1.00| 03 | 35
Ml 200 | 37| 06 | 107 ™ 15 14 | 03 | 55
MN 500 |33 | 02 |59 @ jw 38 1.1 | .08 | 80
MO 18|17 0.4 4.6 | VT 27 51 | 1.0 | 11.2
MT a5 ) s | 13 12 WA 68 3.8 | .04 | 85
o w380 | 38 | 3.8 BT 3712 32 | 03 | 91
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six inches across, with yellow centers sur-

One of the most beautiful aquatic plants that
graces Vermont lakes and ponds in the summer is the

fragrant water lily, sometimes called the white pond lily
(Nymphaea odorata). In addition to having a delightful

scent, this showy lily seems to epitomize the splendid
tranquillity of lazy summer days. :
The fragrant water lily ‘prefers the quiet, rela-
tively shallow waters (up to six feet deep) of ponds,
sheltered lake shores, and slow streams. It is native to
the eastern half of North America, from Newfoundland,
south to Florida, and west, from Manitoba, south to
Texas. It is very common throughout New England.

Horticultural enthusiasts consider the many water lily -

hybrids now available to be premier specimens for
adding dramatic accents to ornamental pond landscapes.
Plant breeders have successfully combined the fragrance
of this native water lily with the dramatic flower colors
found in other water lily species to create new cultivated
varieties that have rose, saffron, purple, yellow or vermil-
lion petals. _ ‘
The native fragrant water lily is one

of the most easily recognized aquatic plants
in Vermont. Its delicately sculpted flowers
are usually white (sometimes pink), up to

rounded by 17 to 32 petals. Each blos-
som opens in the morning and closes in
the aftemoon;- lastmg from two to five
days. The flowers appear on solitary stalks
and are borne at the water. surface or slightly
above it. The blooming period generally lasts
from June to October. The floating leaves of the
fragrant w&tei'_ lily reer '
purple uﬂdéi'rneatm :

angular notch at the.

Agquatic plant line drawmgs are the
copyright property of;ﬁé - " ‘
University of Florida Center for
' Aquatic Plants (Gainesville).

Rose of our Lakes and Ponds: The Fragrant Water Lily

o lilyﬂowérandleaves ‘

from the leaves of the common yellow cow lily, or

spatterdock (Nuphar variegata), because the latter has

heartshaped leaves which lack the sharp angle at the
base where the leaf attaches to the petiole (leaf stalk).

Water lily reproduction occurs through both

seeds and rhizomes, which are thick, fleshy underground

stems that grow harizontally. The seeds are eaten by

waterfowl, and the

leaves and

- roots are

U eaten by

beaver,

~moose, muskrat,

porcupine and deer.

The fragrant water lily also provides

excellent cover for fish, frogs and
other aquatic life.

~ So...the next time you are

out on one of your favorite lakes or

ponds, take a minute to stop and

enjoy the beauty and fragrance of

Nymphaea odorata, “the scented
water-nymph."”
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— Look at the Bugs! —_—

- In order to assess the water quallty ofa
lake, stream or- river, you can look at the
aquatic bug" iand the fish. These animal com-
rnunmes reﬂect the blologlcal health of awater-

~ charge would have to'be caught lmmedlately to
show a change or vrolanon 1o the water chem- '
istry standards, However, fhe ev1dence of the
pollution still remains m ‘the blologlcal com-
munity Whlch mhabr :that waterway In-
creases in nutrients ‘or toxins, -even after they
have been washed downstream, will be re-
flected by the number and composmon of aquatic insects
and fish. These Creatures are continuous monitors of
overall x water quallty and habitat conditions. With both
point and nonpornt source pollutlon, ‘biological commu-
nities: upstream of the pollutlon source(s) can serve as the
standard for comparison. to” communities downstream
under the influence of pollution. '

e Aquatlc animals have varymg tolerances to pollu-
tron The;'VTDEC B1omorutonng and Aquatic Studies

etermme the stream health For example,
of jnon-bltlng mldges (C}urommldae) are

* illustration by Libby Walker Davidson

— A New Lake Assessrnent Approa:
Bioassessment and Paleolim:
Vermont and New Hampshire

- During 1996, the VTDEC teame
year effort with the New Hampshire
Environmental Services to initiate a b
ohmnologlcal {a scientific study into
assessment project of 24 lakes.

" The purpose of the biglgjgical po
project is to establish data on. pristine
lakes against which data from impaire
compared. In order to identify biclogi
following “communities” on lakes with
man disturbances will be studied:
Ophytoplankton (algae, usually rmcroscop

~in the watet currents)

ples of the aquatic life from a lake of ’
be used to determme if that lake h

since presettlement times, and to dete
agement goals established for certain :
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State of the Lakes

orking Togethe’lr-v for a Cleaner I.ake
?L’a’ke Carmi, Franklin, Vermont

the Lake Carmi Campers Association is about to begin
nting phosphorus and sediment control projects in the
lake’s watershed. The monitoring determined that significant

Bhhosphorus is entering the lake due to munoff from various land

hich has resulted in high algae levels and neasly annual

After several ;‘years' of inlake monitorihg and watershed

Franklin Select Board, and watershed landowners met
this winter to form the Lake Carmi Watershed Com-
mittee. The collaborative effort brings technical assis-
tance from town, state and federal governments to-
gether with lots of eager volunteers from the Franklin
community. '

The committee is focused on bringing together
interested groups to work on a variety of projects to
improve the quality of the water in the Lake Carmi
watershed. The purpose is to correct soil erosion prob-
lems and reduce nutrient runoff to the lake. Projects
will be in one of four groups:

1. shoreland vegetation - a series of replanting
of public and private shorelines is being planned;

2. open land - a cooperative project w1th a large
landowner is being pursued;

3. roads - three town road erosion sites are
being evaluated for corrective measures;

4. landowner education - shoreland property
maintenance information and education efforts are
being planned to include such uses as septic system
and driveway maintenance, and shoreland vegetation.

The details of the projects are currently being
worked out, and the committee hopes to implement
something in each category this summer.

Out of the Blue welcomes article ideas and submittals
from lake associations and residents.

"Representatlves from the Lake Carmi Campers
ion, the town, the VIDEC Lakes and Ponds

Shoreland Buffer Strip Projects

It's true, “the greener the shores, the bluer the water.” In early
unseasonably cold and wet 1997 May conditions, there were a few outdoor
projects that could not be delayed. Folks at Lake Parker in Glover and Lake
- Dunmore in ‘Salisbury were busy planting bare-rooted tree and shrub species in
‘an effort to Tevegetation sections of the lakes” shoreland.

Native seedlings of cedar trees, highbush cranberry bushes, serviceberry
" ‘trees, red osier dogwood shrubs, and elderberry bushes were donated to these
lake groups through a special Environmental Education Training and Partner-
ship ‘Grant awarded to the “Vermont Project WET (Water Education for
- Teachers) program. Thanks to the Lamoille County Conservation District and
"Nature Center, native tree species are annually made available at a very
‘reasonable cost for projects such as lakeshore revegetation.
On short, but workable notice, Bob Johnson, the Lake Parker Lay
Monitor, coordinated the tree plantings for Lake Parker, revegetating about 130
feet of lake shore. Tori Knauft, the environmental educator from Camp
Keewaydin at Lake Dunmore, involved more than 60 campers in an effort to
revegetate some of the camp’s shoreland and teach campers about good lake
protection management practices.
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Notice From The Water Resources Board ——

It’ s True

People confront dilemmas daily.
A dilemmaisa problematic situation that
requires a person to choose from two or|

Undet"ﬂle »’Vefﬁdnt Use of Public Waters Rules adopted by
the Vermont Water Resources Board in 1994, the use of personal
watercraft (e.g: jetskis) is prohlblted as of May 1, 1997 on the following

lakes: .- J more alternatives, each of which can pro-
Amherst; Metcalf Pond Jduce desirable - or “undesirable effects.
7 Miles Pond Managing water’ _Tesources often creates
Neal Pond 1 dilemmas. What course of action would
‘ s Newark Pond you take that addresses the following
‘Cedar Lake Monkto Pond)" North Hartland Reservmr
Center Pond. - S Lake Parker ‘a mbln on a lakeshore
Chipman lalce (Tmmouth Pond) Pensioner Pond and there are 200 .other cabins facing the
Coles Pond - wie o Lake Raponda lake. Several resxdents around the lake
Curtis Pond " Rescue Lake have been complaining because they think
Lake Derby - - - : ' R Ricker Pond - the lake’s water qualityis poor. (There has
Fast Long Pond ~ = . Sabin Pond (Woodbury Lake) been an increase in algae growth and un-
_Echo Lake, Plymouth L Sadawga Pond - pleasant odors.). "A public service an-
Lake Eden . . . - Shadow Lake, Concord nouncement informed the community
‘Lake Eligo - U Shadow Lake, Glover that these ptoblems likely are caused by
Forest Lake (Nelson. Pond) Sherman Reservoir septic tanks leakmg sewage into the
Great Hosmer Pond | Silver Lake, Barnard ground water that feeds into the lake. The
Greenwood Iake =~ South Pond, Eden - announcement advised that septic systems
4 Halls Lake Spectacle Pond should be checked and pumped every
Lake Iroqubis e D : Sunset Lake, Bensen three years. It has been almost ten years
Lake Lamoille - S Sunset Lake, Orwell since yours has been checked, and you
Litde Pond = - . Valley Lake (Dog Pond) Jknow other. cabin owners have not
. Martms Pond S Wmona Lake (antol Lake) checked theirs recently either. Checking

your septic tank and fixing the problem

could be costly. Whatare you going to do!

1. Sell the cabin. -

2. Do nothing, your tank probably isn’t
leaking. -

3. Have your septic tank checked; and if
it's leaking, pay to have the sewage
pumped and hauled to a safe place.

4. Have your septic tank checked, and if

" it’s leaking, sell the cabin. ’

5. Have your septic tank checked; fix it if
it's leaking, and form a homeowner's
association to encourage everyone else
to check their tanks, t00. ,

6. Lobby the town government to-develop
a community water and sewage system
and pay to have your cabin hooked
up.' ' N

7. Other? :

(This situation involving decision making is

one activity of many from the national Projectisg

WET Cumculum andActwny Guide. ).

- Other types of hlgh—speed motorboat uses on these lakes,
, mcludmg water skung, are” t affected. For more 1nformatlon, call Bill
Bartlett at the VermonI Wa Respnrces‘ Board at (802) 8283355.




Discoveries at Mirror Lake (Number 10 Pond), Calais, VT
Courtesy of Art Cohn, Lake Champlam Maritime Museum

,When divers Maria and Will Jennison and
e Knight began to explore this small lake in

3] Vermont, they had no idea they would be
orted back to the Civil War. Swimming in
%’:lakes clear water, they discovered more than -
-pound spherlcal case shot just laying on -
sottom. The iron shot were intact, with their
den bases (sabots) secured by tin straps
e pewter Bourmann fuses. They also

ve.” 'I‘Ixe center of the s_hells were ﬁlled__,, .

2 Champlam Basm Program Cultural Heritage Office, and Senator Patrick Leahy’s office, was able to des1gn
' gram to reoover rhsarm and conserve 63 of these perfectly preserved specimens of our horrible national

r1c Preservatlon for the distribution of selected shells for
. though thls project was a great example of how citizens,

ceedings. w111 be avarlable in the fall. Contact Michael Hauser

(N




Recently Made Available

List of Inhvasive 'Ek‘otie Plants of Vermont
Fora complete' list.of aquatic, wetland, and upland invasive, non-native
plant spec1es, contact Holly Crosson at the Lakes and Ponds Section.

Waterchestnut Workshops
Please see pagc 7 for a: complete desenptlon of how you can attend a wa- }
terehestnut workshop thls summer. a;?

: R I
Watershed Fund e : ;; '
You can show support for w1ldllfe and watersheds by using Vermont conser- 7’
vation license plates on your vehicle. For a registration form to order the 4

special plate, contact the Vermont ‘Department of Fish and Wildlife at 802-
241-3700. Please see page 16 for information about the Watershed Fund
and the prOJects it w1ll support. o . :

FieLp GUIDE

THE VI?RMONT . ' the invasive, exotic Purple Loos.
: o o : ‘ illustration by Libby Walker.
AGENCY OF - : - i

NATURAL RESOURCES , c- : ‘ =
' w _ Field Guide to the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

" A revised version of the ANR Field Guide has recently been mad
able. The Guide includes information, such as phone numbers an
sponsibilities of the Agency’s three Departments: Fish-and Wildlife
Forests, Parks and Recreation; and Environmental Conservatio
tact the Lakes and Ponds Section for a free copy, or check 1t out¢

An Eaimaon

i ANR s webSIte—http //www state.vt.us/anr

Soveremn Howard x M 1D
“Saienty Natbaia ;. Wapley

Vermont Better Back Roads Manual

.The Vermont Better Backroads Program is an -
N omgomg effort to prov1de mformatton :
,about erosion control on gravel roads.”
The Better Backroads Manual
graphically points out cost effectlve e
techniques and actlons that can
be used to enhance mainte-
nance of grave]ed backroads
while improving the quallty ,
of the water. Please contact -
Susan Warren at the Lakes o BO' MIN. FOR S TREAMBANKY
and Ponds Sectlon fora - ‘ 100" MIML FOR LAKESHOEES -

COpY




Happenings

Vélunteers Needed!

The Champlain Basin Education Initiative (CBEI), a consor-
| tiom of environmental education groups throughout the Lake
1Champlain Basin, is holding a series of workshops for educa-
|tors and interested citizens.

Help PROTECT YOUR LAKE from zebra

July 30, 1997
' Arc thcrc Monsters in Lake Champlain?
| This workshop, sponsored in part by the South Champlain
{"Hiake Trust, will concentrate on the southern portion of the
| Lake Champlain Basin and the specific issues it faces: nuisance,
| |non-native aquatic species; water -quality degradation; and fish
“{ |and wildlife issues.
iFee: $10.00, which includes a copy of “This Lake Alive! An
| |interdisciplinary Handbook for Teaching and Learning about
| | the Lake Champlain Basin.”
To Register or for more information contact Liz Soper at the
| | National Wildlife Federation, 58 State St., Montpelier, VT
05602 or call 802-229-0650
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