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The fund was not able to effectively meet its purpose in addres g contamination from heating fuel
tanks. There was an inadequate balance of funds in the heating fuel account to cover all the costs of
remediating heating fuel releases. A legislatively authorized transfer of $750,000 from the motor fuel account
allowed for the continued cleanup at identified sites. Without this transfer, there would likely have been
delays in site cleanup which would have increased the risk of exposure to petroleum contamination in the 4
environment.

Reasonableness of the Cost of Cleanup

In past years, the committee has reviewed the written policies and procedures of the DEC related to UST
replacement, eligible costs and reimbursement procedures. In assess 2 the reasonableness of the cost of
cleanup, the committee reviewed national averages and comparative ta from other states. The PCF
Advisory Committee has concluded that agency staff responsible for this program has exercised prudent cost
containment measures. A review of an annual survey conducted by the Association of State Underground
Storage Tank Cleanup Funds shows that Vermont’s cost of cleaning up contaminated sites is below those of
other states. The continued efforts of Agency staff have helped to maintain reasonable cleanup costs in
Vermont. The implementation of Vermont’s pay-for-performance cleanup agreements has also helped to
contr.  costs.

Recommended Statutory Changes to Chapter 59

1. The Committee proposes the following statutory changes:

Sec2. 10 V.S.A. § 1941(a) is amended to read:

(a) A fund to be known as the petroleum cleanup fund is created in the state treasury, to be
expended by the secretary of the agency of natural resources. The fund shall consist of licensing fees
and petroleum tank fees assessed under the provisions of this chapter, loan repayments, and
disbursements that have been recovered, except for undergrour storage tank permit fees and
licensing fees for tank inspectors. The fund shall have two accounts: the motor fuel account and the
heating fuel account. The motor fuel account shall consist of all moneys deposited into the fund,
with the exception of the licensing fees for heating oil and kerosene described in section 1942 of this
title. The heating fuel account shall consist of all the moneys di  >sited into the fund from the
licensing fees for heating oil and kerosene sold or used in the s e. All balances in the fund at
end of any fiscal year shall be carried forward and remain a part of the fund. The secretary may
transfer money, in each fiscal year, between the accounts, provided that the transfer is approved by
the advisory committee established under subsection (e) of this section and does not exceed

$250.000-00 $750.000.00. Interest earned by the fund shall be deposited into the fund. _—

AN ALl A A LA AN

10


























































































