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Wetland Restoration 
Guidance

Presented by: Laura Lapierre, DEC Wetlands 
Program Manager
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Benefits of 
Wetland 
Protection and 
Restoration

• Natural attenuation of 
stormwater runoff and 

flood waters

• Mitigate erosive forces

• Surface and 
groundwater protection

• Habitat for wildlife, 
migratory birds, fish, 

and rare, threatened or 
endangered species

• Recreation

• Aesthetics
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Wetland Restoration Map

The Lake Champlain Basin Wetland Restoration 
Plan identifies wetland restoration opportunities 
with goal of reducing phosphorus in Lake 
Champlain to meet TMDL targets.
Revision leveraged with a Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program Grant, NRCS.

Learn more: 
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect
/restore 

Wetland Restoration Potential Layer

https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect/restore
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/protect/restore
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Wetland Screening Tool
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• Class I Wetland: Exceptional or 
irreplaceable.  Highest level of 
protection

• Class II Wetland: Merits protection

• Class III Wetland: Neither Class I or 
Class II wetland 

Water Quality Project Sometimes Need 
Wetland Permits or Approval

VT Wetland Classification

 Based on an evaluation of the extent to which the wetland 
provides functions and values: 
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Restoration 
is an 
Allowed Use

Activity in a Class I or Class II wetland or its 
associated buffer zone is prohibited unless 
it is an allowed use or authorized by a 
permit.

Allowed Use 6.23: Wetland restoration or 
stream restoration projects, including dam 
removals, in accordance with a plan 
approved by the Secretary.
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Wetland Restoration Guidance will be 
completed this year!

For some practices, guidance may qualify as 
allowed use.  More complex practices will still 
need an individual program approval.

Meet with restoration 
partners (Oct ‘23)

Draft Outline 
(Jan ‘24)

Draft Guidance 
(June ‘24)

Guidance 
Published 

Online (Aug ‘24)
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Guide 
Content

Goal: Providing tools and guidance to 
develop a wetland restoration plan.

Plans are for:

- Self-sustaining natural systems

- Follow the likely original topography and 
hydrology

- Meet the confines of the situation (e.g. 
not flooding neighbors)

- Passive or active actions items
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Detailed 
Practices in 
Guide

Wetland Revegetation

Invasive Species Management 
and Control

Ditch Plugs and Fill

Removal of Sediment and Fill

Surface Drainage Reroute

Tile Drain Blocks

Hummock/Hollow Topography

Shallow Depressions/Scrapes

Large Woody Debris
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Example Practice Pages
By Arrowwood Environmental
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Additional 
Guide 
Content

Regulatory Considerations

Evaluating Site Success

Reporting
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