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10 V.S.A. Chapter 47 Water Pollution Control 
§ 1387: Findings and Purpose; Clean Water Initiative

(a)(1)...to provide …financing necessary to achieve and maintain 
compliance with the Vermont Water Quality Standards

We aim to efficiently, effectively, and 
equitably:

1. Align and coordinate clean water 
efforts statewide, 

2. Develop financial and technical 
resources to implement projects, and

3. Capture and assess data to 
communicate progress and impact of 
clean water efforts.

Who is CWIP?

ANR DEC WID CWIP
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Clean Water 
Projects Types
• Roads
• Stormwater
• Wetlands
• Streams and 

Floodplains
• Lakes
• Forests
• Agriculture



Example CWIP 
Grants for 
Clean Water 
Projects



What is a Funding Program Administrator?
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1. To ensure that the Clean Water Funds 
allocated to CWIP are used as intended by 
statute and as intended by the Clean Water 
Board.

2. To ensure projects result in the necessary 
deliverables for tracking and reporting clean 
water investments and outcomes.  

3. To standardize expectations in a manner 
that expedites granting and contracting 
efforts and enhances equity across grant 
recipients. 

4. To minimize investments in infeasible 
and/or low priority projects. 

Why have a Funding Policy?



Where do I find the Funding Policy?
• https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/grants

– SFY 2023 Funding Policy
– Summary of Funding Policy Updates and Clarifications 
– Question and Answers
– Recording of today’s presentation

• https://dec.vermont.gov/water-
investment/cwi/grants/resources
– SFY 2023 Funding Policy
– CWIP Eligibility Screening Form
– CWIP Project Types Table
– SFY 2021 Funding Policy

https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/grants
https://dec.vermont.gov/water-investment/cwi/grants/resources
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Summary of Key Changes
• Structural
• Narrowed applicability
• Broader project purpose
• Expanded eligibility of projects and 

expenses
• Alignment and simplification
• Supporting educational content
• Vermont Division for Historic 

Preservation Review
• Natural Resource Impacts  “Permit-

ability”



Structural
• Appendix A: CWIP Project Eligibility 

Screening Form
• Appendix B: CWIP Project Types Table
• Appendix C: Project Types Table 

Explanation of Items
• Grant Recipient Responsibilities and 

Guidance; Budget Definitions and 
Guidance, Appendix D: Other information

• CWIP Spending Plan



Narrowed Applicability



Broader Project Purpose
• Removes reference to "primary" 
• reducing nutrient and sediment 

pollution
1. Minimize Anthropogenic Nutrient and 

Organic Pollution 
2. Protect and Restore Aquatic and 

Riparian Habitats 
3. Minimize Flood and Fluvial Erosion 

Hazards 
4. Minimize Toxic and Pathogenic 

Pollution and Chemicals of Emerging 
Concern



Expanded eligibility of projects and expenses
• Stormwater/roads gully
• Private roads/driveways
• Equipment and tools
• Co-benefits



Alignment and Simplification
• Batch Import File/New Project Form for 

every project step
• DEC Programmatic Staff Engagement
• Definitions within project sector across 

phases
• Milestones and Deliverables across 

sectors within same phases
• Interim reporting
• Step 4 = Permitting needs assessment
• Media Announcement



Supporting educational content
• Managing Project Spending
• Leveraging and Match
• Appendix C: Final Design 

Report/Preliminary Design Report
• Appendix D: 

– Watershed Projects Database and WPD-IDs
– Project Phase Terminology and Design 

Guidance



Vermont Division for Historic Preservation Review

• Clarifies and integrates review 
requirements into milestones and 
deliverables

• Provides pathways for exempt and 
conditionally exempt project types

• Funding eligibility



Natural Resource Impacts  “Permit-ability”
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Next Steps
• Question and Answer Document
• Posting recording
• Trainings: 

– Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation (VDHP)

– Project Review
– Reporting and nForms

• Future updates
– VDHP
– Act 154

• Grants Notification Listserv



• Thank you!
• Questions?

Q&A

Gianna Petito | Clean Water Initiative Program  
gianna.petito@vermont.gov | 802-636-7547 
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